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Worshiping at Meadows during Lent

April 1 12:15 pm Noontime Service
6:30 pm Vespers
April 5 Palm Sunday
First Sunday Celebration and Communion
E YRE THE CHURCH: CALLED TO THE CROSS
9:30 am Gathering and 11:10 am Worship
April 8 12:15 pm Noontime Service
April 9 6:30 pm Maundy Thursdagbrae
April 12 Easter Sunday

7:30 am Sunrise Service
Followed by breakfast
provided by Men of the Church
8:45 am Worship

11:10 am Worship

The Psalms As Tools for Prayer
“If we wish to develop in the life of faith, to mature our humanity, and
to glorify God with our entire heart, mind, soul and strength, the Psalm
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are necessary. We cannot bypass the Psalms. They are God’s gift to train

us in prayer that is comprehensive (not patched together from emotion
fragments scattered around that we chance upon) and honest (not a se
of more or less sincere verbal poses that we think might please our Lor
The Psalms are necessary because they are the prayer masters.....\
prentice ourselves to these masters, acquiring facility in using the tools,
which we become more and more ourselves.”
Eugene Peterson
Answering God

Continued on page 3....

@ “But Christ has indeed

I been raised from the

d dead, the firstfruits of

«those who have fallen

I asleep. For since death
came through a man, the
resurrection of the dead
comes also through a
man. For as in Adam all
die, so in Christ all will be
made alive.” 1 Co. 15:20-22
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Session Highlights March 2009

@.

1. Approved the removal from the active roll of Kathryn Cross Moore by letter of transfel
to Second Presbyterian Church, Richmond, VA. Kathryn Cross joined Meadows in 199
2. Worship Committee has reached consensus that First Sunday Celebrations should ¢
tinue in a second year beginning in September, based on feedback from congregation.
working group will be set up including representatives of several committees of the sess
to plan these events and to staff them as needed. Plans will be presented to the sessio
approval after development.

3. Bible School will be June 22-26.

4. Tom plans, with the CE committee, to do a “Meadows and me” (with additions) class
starting after Easter.

5. Approved communion on Palm Sunday (April 5) instead of Easter (April 12).

6. Received the report from the commissioners to the Presbytery of the James Februar
meeting where the vote took place for General Assembly changes to the Book of Order
The ordination standards change was voted down 192 to 125. (no change). The proce
was very good, very fair and very impressively done in an orderly manner.

7. Tim McConnell announced that he will defend his dissertation on April 15. He asks
prayers for successful completion of this arduous task of obtaining his PHD.

8. The nurture committee celebrates its two newest members, Hal Green and Hal Lipp:
9. Outreach committee has started the planning process for the next mission trip to
Kenya, potentially in 2010. Pray for direction and leadership for the committee and plar
ners in this very early stage of the process.

Clerk of the Session, Bill Stackhouse

n
for

21

©

~ Newsletter Deadline for the May newsletter will be Monday, April 27th and will be assem
and mailed on Thursday, April 30tRlease notewill not be accepting items for the newsletter ¢
ter the deadline, April 27th.

~ Weekly Deadline for the Bulletins will be every Wednes&#gase notewill not be accepting
items after Wednesdays, this will be a firm deadline.

~ Items intended for the Newsletter or Bulletin are preferred via email or written.
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Mark Your Calendars

SARA

18th Annual Vigil for Survivors

Facilities Committee

The facilities committee will be conducting two
work days this spring and needs assistance from
the congregation. The first date is March 28, Sat-
urday, from 9 AM to 12 Noon and will focus on
inside projects in preparation for Easter. The sec-
ond date will be April 25, Saturday, from 9 AM to
12 Noon and will focus on light outside work. The
outside projects will be light jobs that may involve
some trimming, weather stripping, painting and
possible some jobs left over from the in-

side. Supplies will be purchased prior to the work
day and all that is needed are hand tools, drills,
bits, gloves, extension cords, and outside work
tools.

SARA is hosting it's 18th Annual
Vigil for Survivors of Sexual Abuse
on Sunday, April 5th at 4.00 pm.

The Vigil will be held at Sojourners
United Church of Christ at 1017 Elli-
ott Avenue in Belmont and is open
to all in the community who would

like to join us as we honor survivors

of sexual violence by sharing stories
and words of hope and healing.

www.sexualassaultresources. org

MEADOWS PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND
EXPENSES

12/31/09 16.67

Budget February Year to Date  Remaining Percent
Spent

REVENUE
Pledges, Envelopes $359,426.00 29,634.58 56,387.89 303,038.11 15.69%
Loose Plate 40,000.00 $2,632.70 $5,760.63 $34,239.37 14.40%
Building Use 16,000.00 50.00 100.00 15,900.00 0.63%
Interest Income 10,000.00 201.04 492.12 9,507.88 4.92%
TOTAL REVENUE $425,426.00 32,518.32 62,740.64 362,685.36 14.75%
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH $53,050.00 $4,995.00 $5,089.88 $47,960.12 9.59%
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 18,250.00 38.88 260.19 17,989.81 1.43%
WORSHIP 4,150.00 20.00 109.89 4,040.11 2.65%
FELLOWSHIP 3,000.00 280.94 316.58 2,683.42 10.55%
FACILITIES 82,428.00 4,280.58 7,427.64 75,000.36 9.01%
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 19,380.00 1,337.43 2,044.23 17,335.77 10.55%
NURTURE MATERIALS 5,970.00 553.75 (407.43) 6,377.43 -6.82%
NEW MEMBER 1,950.00 35.50 35.50 1,914.50 1.82%
PERSONNEL 287,322.00 28,326.55 52,350.90 234,971.10 18.22%
TOTAL BUDGET $475,500.00 $39,868.63 $67,227.38  $408,272.62 14.14%
TOTAL REVENUE OVER EX- ($50,074.00) ($7,350.31) ($4,486.74)

PENSES
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Mark Your Calendars

Meadows & Me Class
Begins April 19th

This course is offered twice a year and covers many aspects of what it means to be
Christian, what it means to be Presbyterian, who we are at Meadows, and how we fit
into the larger body of Christ and within our denomination (Presbyterian Church USA).
Rev. Tom Goodrich will be teaching the course. While the course is geared toward
those who are current visitors at Meadows, it is open to any who would like to attend,
but all are asked to contact Danielle in the church office (296-2791 or
office@meadowspc.org) to let us know if you plan to be part of “Meadows and Me.”
This class will meet in the Dogwood Room beginning Aprill8luring Sunday School
Hour.

N

Summer Mission Trip Opportunities Summer Mission Trip Opportunities

It is not too early to be planning for the summer. The following are opportunities which are available

for your consideration.

% Rebuilding the Gulf Coast.hrough the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program the rebuild-

ing efforts continue on the Gulf Coast. Specificallyamily Weeks scheduled for Jun 14-20

and aFather/Son WeeKor June 21-27.  Kathy Floyd has received information on the above

and will be glad to share with you or go to the website www.pcusa.org/pda.

¥ Southwest Virginia Mission Triplhis is an annual trip sponsored by District One. Dates for

the trip are July 28-August ¥. Last year Russ Grimes and Keith Halford participated in this
mission opportunity. If you are interested you may speak with one of them about the specifics

of the trip.

% Renoysa, Mexico.A District One sponsored trip. As of this writing no details are available.

Will share per way of newsletter and bulletin as they become available or you may contact

Kathy Floyd.

Reserve a Time to Take a "Look Behind the Walls"

The next tour of the Albemarle-Charlottesville Regional Jail, led by Chaplain
Alonzo Minor, will take place on Wednesday, April 22, at 1:15 p.m. Reserve a
time to take a “Look Behind the Walls” by calling Chaplain Minor at 434-977-6981,
ext 221, or me at 434-971-2094 (jhart46201@aol.com). By taking the tour, which
lasts approximately one hour, you have the opportunity to express your care and concern for the
hundreds of incarcerated men and women who may have abandoned all hope for the future. You
will learn about courageous Christians who visit the prisoners on a regular basis “sharing Christ’s
love with the world.” Please show your support for the Good News Jail & Prison Ministry by join-
ing us for a “Look Behind the Walls” on Wednesday afternoon, April 22.

Page 3 Meadows Messenger

Remainder of the 3 Month
Psalter Reading Plan

Week 5: Mar. 29" — April 4 ", Psalms 53 — 65
Day 29: Pss 53-54
Day 30: Ps 55
Day 31: Pss 56-57
(April)
Day 1: Pss 58-59
Day 2: Pss 60-61
Day 3: Pss 62-63
Day 4: Pss 64-65
Week 6: April 5" — 11, Psalms 66 — 75
Day 5: Pss 66-67
Day 6: Ps 68
Day 7: Ps 69
Day 8: Pss 70-71
Day 9: Ps 72
Book Ill — Psalms 73 — 89
Day 10: Ps 73
Day 11: Pss 74-75
Week 7: April 12' — 18", Psalms 76 — 88
Day 12: Pss 76-77
Day 13: Ps 78
Day 14: Pss 79-80
Day 15: Pss 81-82
Day 16: Pss 83-84
Day 17: Pss 85-86
Day 18: Pss 87-88
Week 8: April 19' — 25™, Psalms 89-98
Day 19: Ps 89
Book IV — Psalms 90 — 98
Day 20: Ps 90
Day 21: Ps 91
Day 22: Ps 92
Day 23: Pss 93-94
Day 24: Pss 95-96
Day 25: Pss 97-98
Week 9: April 26" — May 2™, Psalms 99-107
Day 26: Pss 99-101
Day 27: Pss 102
Day 28: Ps 103
Day 29: Ps 104
Day 30: Ps 105

Volume 2, Issue 7

(May)
Day 1: Ps 106
Book V — Psalms 107 — 150
Day 2: Ps 107
Week 10: May 3 — 9", Psalms 108-119a
Day 3: Ps 108
Day 4: Ps 109
Day 5: Pss 110-111
Day 6: Pss 112-114
Day 7: Pss 115-116
Day 8: Pss 117-118
Day 9: Ps 119:1-96
Week 11: May T0- 16", Psalms 119b-132
Day 10: Ps 119:97-176
Day 11: Pss 120-121
Day 12: Pss 122-124
Day 13: Pss 126-127
Day 14: Pss 128-129
Day 15: Pss 130-131
Day 16: Ps 132
Week 12: May 17— 23", Psalms 135-143
Day 17: Ps 135
Day 18: Ps 136
Day 19: Pss 137-138
Day 20: Ps 139
Day 21: Ps 140
Day 22: Ps 141
Day 23: Pss 142-143
Week 13: May 24 — 29™, Psalms 144-150
Day 24: Ps 144
Day 25: Ps 145
Day 26: Ps 146
Day 27: Ps 147
Day 28: Ps 148
Day 29: Pss 149-150

May 31" — Pentecost Sunday

We are continuing in our 3 month
reading plan through the Psalms.
Please join us daily as we read, pray
and reflect together.
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With Many Thanks

Habitat for Humanity: Dear Meadows, We are grateful for you continued support. As you
have asked, your donation will be used for the District 1 Presbyterian House. Our commu-
nity has recognized affordable housing as one of our most critical needs. Through your gen-
erosity Habitat is able to partner with low income families to help them achieve the dream of
home ownership. At Habitat, we have developed a three-stage plan to respond to the afford-
able housing needs of Greater Charlottesville. Our Nunley Street development in Fifeville is
underway; Sunrise, in Belmont, is upcoming; and Southwood, just a mile south of town, will
allow us to build hundreds of affordable homes. We look forward to our continued partner-
ship as we respond to the housing needs of our community.

Sincerely yours, Daniel Rosensweig, Executive Director

Aesthetic Committee

a, N
b e

Back last fall, an Aesthetic Committee was formed to
Pg}i%g?r(gg?ﬂ evaluate and recommend aesthetic changes to help beautify
the church property. This committee consists of a diverse

CHURCH group of members, including Sudie Althiser, Kendall Cox,

[823ﬂ32w5532526§3h1;£0} Warren Crispens, Betty Hermansdorfer, Julie Joyce, Ann

! : McCormick and Larry Pettit. Dick Swisher chairs the com-
mittee.

S E S S . T Session assigned several aesthetic issues for consid-
= eration, including modernization of the church sign along the
street in front of the Sanctuary and a replacement or repair of the cross that was on the
church roof. The committee is working one project at a time and recently recommended,
and Session approved, a new sign, which will be installed in place of the current sign. The
new sign will be a painted wooden type structure, about 6 feet high and 6 feet wide,
mounted on 2 posts, located above a brick base. The sign will have 2 sides with
text showing MEADOWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH and will be easily seen by traffic
passing both directions along Angus Road.

Installation will begin within the next month or so, depending on approval of permits
and recruitment of volunteers to help demolish the existing sign. The new sign will be paid
for by several generous memorial gifts. If you have any comments, questions, or would
like to help demolish the existing sign, please contact any of the Aesthetic Committee or
Facilities Committee members.

Meadows Messenger
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Won'eQornstinued.....

Here are a few places the Emergency Clean-
up Buckets have helped communities. The
CWS Kit Program is one of the many ways
Church World Service shares in a hope-filled
tomorrow. Your support truly makes a dif-
ference in the lives of children and families
the world over. The following represent
some of the places Church World Service
has provided Kits through your support of
this program.

Arkansas
600 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to

100 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to the
Des Moines Area Religious Council for dis-
tribution in response to area flooding.

615 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to Ad-
ventist Community Service in Ankeny in
response to flooding.

Louisiana

2,266 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to
Seventh Day Adventist Center in
Hammond in response to Hurricane Gus-
tav.

641 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to In-
ternational Orthodox Christian Charities
and Desire Street Ministries in New Or-
leans in response to Hurricane Gustav.

Seventh-day Adventist Church in Mt. View Maine

in response to tornadoes.

150 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church in Gentry in

253 Emer%ency Clean-up Buckets to
Catholic Charities of Maine, located in
Caribou, in response to area flooding.

response to tornadoes. Missouri

127 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to Sev--
enth-day Adventist Church in Russellville
in response to severe storms and torna-

50 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to Whole
Health Outreach in Ellington in response
to flooding.

does. Texas

100 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to the
Presbytery of Arkansas in Little Rock in
response to area flooding.

96 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to Pres--

byterian Church USA, Arkansas Presby-

tery, in response to flooding.
lllinois

200 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to

First Christian Church in Watseka to re-

ﬁpogd to families displaced by winter
oods.

Indiana

336 Emergency Clean-up Buckets, 300
Hygiene Kits, and 150 Baby Kits to

United Way Volunteer Reception Center in
Portage in response to Hurricane lke.

100 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to Ad- '

ventist Community Service in Indianapolis
in response to flooding.

1,500 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to
Disaster Response Depot in Keene in re-
sponse to Hurricane Gustav.

250 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to
LkINC-Houston In response to Hurricane
Ike.

1,000 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to
Clear Lake Presbyterian Church in Hous-
ton following Hurricane Ike.

480 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to
Southeast Texas Interfaith Organization
in response to Hurricane Ike.

400 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to
Catholic Social Services in San Juan in
response to Hurricane Dolly.

400 Emergency Clean-up Buckets to The
Salvation Army in Weslaco for program-
matic response. 200 Emergency Clean-up
Buckets to Food Bank of McAllen in re-
sponse to flooding.
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"A good time was had by all": that sums up the feelings expres o J é e
by many women as they left the Area XI Gathering of Presbytel © ¢
Women of the James hosted by Meadows Women on March 2: #g

According to Linda Powell, this was the first such gathering, an
was designed to give women an opportunity to share their concerns
as well as successes in achieving the goals of Presbyterian Women.

It was truly inspirin(r:) to see the prayer shawls, baby caps, quilts, blankets, and infant burial
clothes made with loving hearts and hands to comfort those in need. It was equally impressive to
learn about successful and creative efforts to raise monies to support various missions.

Supplied by Betty Hicks, a sea of daffodils welcomed our Sisters in Christ from Blue Ridge, First

Presbyterian, Gordonsville, Olivet, Scottsville, and South Plains. After hearing reports from all

thhesefwomen,_ one had to come away with the knowledge that Presbyterian Women indeed have a
eart for missions.

Our next gathering, the annual Birthday Tea, will take place on Saturday, April 4, from 1 to 3 p.m.
Bring your favorite finger food or dessert, your Birthday Offering, and be prepared to enjoy good
food and fellowship while we learn about the connection between A. I. M. (Alliance for Interfaith
Ministries) and S. H. E. (Shelter for Help in Emergency). Speakers will be Drene DeGood and
Denise Watkins. Mary Alice Green, Moderator, 434-971-1453

Emergency Clean-Up Buckets for PW
The Board of the Meadows Presbyterian Women has decided to contribute 5 Emergency Clean-Up
Buckets to the project of the regional PW Council. These buckets, filled with cleaning supplies, en-
able people to begin the overwhelming job of cleaning up after a flood, hurricane, tornado or other
disaster. They will be collected at the Spring Gathering of PW and donated to Church World Ser-

vice to be distributed. We have already purchased the buckets. We need the help of ALL women of

the Church to purchase the items needed to fill the buckets. Coupons for the necessary items
are posted in the Fellowship Hall. Please take a coupon for one of the
items and bring the item to the PW Birthday Tea on Saturday, April

gﬁg% 4th when we will fill the buckets. If you are unable to attend the Tea,
’\©\ o please put the donated item in the Emergency Clean-Up Box in the
D (i) @.f o6 Fellowship Hall. You may also make a donation to Meadows Presby-
(%ik,f,/ '5'@ A o &m terian Women with the designation Emergency Clean-Up Buckets.
Qi ;,‘L,.@ ¥ §&3  Put donations in the PW mail box in the Church office.
9‘3 f 3%',%;
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Christian Outreach

wEAp
© %

o
c
=)

;’ What do my gifts to the Presbyterian
© One Great Hour of Sharing offering do?

o
v

<
< Within the PC(USA), programs supported by One Great Hour of

Sharing have evolved over the last half-century along with our un-
derstanding of how best to stand with people in their suffering and offer an authentic
witness to God’s healing love.

Spavte

Like our ecumenical partners, we focused our early efforts on those in acute need
as a result of wars or natural disasters. Through the programs that have become
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance we saw the importance of swift response with lo-
cal grassroots partners who can get help quickly to the people who need it most; we
also learned that staying with people as they begin to rebuild their lives is an impor-
tant witness to God’s faithfulness.

For both those people and those experiencing chronic poverty, hunger or oppres-
sion, we learned that development ministries are an important component of our re-
sponse and that to be done effectively, they must be carried out as a partnership
with the people in need, not imposed from the outside. The Presbyterian Hunger
Program and Self-Development of People were both created in the early 1970s to
work in such partnerships with communities of people in need.

Today each of these programs receives approximately one-third of the offering, ex-
cept for about four percent that is used, currently through Presbyterian Hunger Pro-
gram, to address homelessness and affordable housing. All three programs help
people address the results of past injustice or misfortune by looking to the future
with hope and creativity. Together they witness to the love that Jesus Christ has
shared with all and that he asks us to share with one another.

Our offering and the children’s fish bowls for the “One Great Hour of Sharing” will be
taken on Palm Sunday, April 5th. Offering envelopes will be available in the Nar-
thex beginning on March 29th. Please be sure to notate on your check “One Great
Hour of Sharing”. Make checks payable to Meadows Presbyterian Church. For
more detailed information about the offering please log on to http://www.pcusa.org/
oghs/
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Youth & Children’s Ministries

The Deep’outh Ministry)

No Youth Group Aptibb12for Spring Breaks!

Sunday, April 19 5:30 p.m. Jacksonville Mission Team Meeting (brief

meeting to discuss fundraising ideas)

Sunday, May8  9:30 — Noon Youth Sunday — Please join in celebrating our graduating
seniors at the potluck brunch before the service, followed
by worship led by our entire youth group.

Great Escape middle school conference flyers available now! Please see Mike Weiglein if in-
terested! June 28-July 3

Middle School Girls Overnight April 17-18 (details coming soon)

High School Mission Team Fundraising — We'll work for YOU!

Our High School mission team will continue with the tradition this spring of doing chores
and jobs for a donation to our trip to Jacksonville this summer. We’'ll be working on two
Saturdays in May. If you have jobs around the yard or house you'd like us to help with,
please call Mike Weiglein @ 296-2791. June 14-20

The Water’'s Edgenidren's Ministry)

Please note thatids Connectitis month will be held on Wed, April 15the third
Wednesday of the month instead of the second. This is to avoid conflicting with public
school spring breaks.

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School will be held the week of June 22 — 26 this year and we need lots of
help from you! Please let Mike Weiglein know if you are interested in helping out. We'll
have a brief organizational meeting soon, please stay tuned.

Meadows Messenger
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Stephen Ministry Training Class in Home Stretct

The class of 5 Stephen
Ministers at Meadows
IS nearing completion
with only a few ses-
sions left before the
class is commissioned
in early June. The
Stephen Leaders re-

® port that the trainees
have worked hard and

their dedication is paying off. The course
has involved preclass reading assignments
and in-class lecture, discussion, and role
playing. The trainees are showing real
growth in knowledge and skills.

"I've found the role playing to be the most
valuable component,” says trainee Doug
Zanzot. "It takes what you're learning out
of the realm of theory and turns it into
something you can apply. We often bring
real life experiences into the role play
situations to make them more realistic and
| believe this will better prepare us for ac-
tual care giving situations."

During the skill practicing, there is real min-
istry going on too. When you learn about
and discuss grief, you can't help but sur-
face genuine issues from your own

life. When this happens, the Stephen Min-
isters find themselves ministering to each
other. All of that will help them be better
caregivers later on.

A recurring emphasis of Stephen Minister
training has been confidentiality. What a
care receiver says to his or her Stephen
Minister is held strictly confidential. Even
the identity of the care receiver is kept

confidential from other Stephen Minis-
ters. "The emphasis on confidentiality is
important for potential care receivers,"
says Nina Johnston. "Most people are re-
luctant to share their problems and situa-
tions because they're afraid of others find-
ing out. The confidentiality of Stephen
Ministry lets people know they can discuss
difficult concerns with their Stephen Minis-
ter and not be afraid that others will find
out."

Remaining training topics include: losses
related to aging, divorce, working with
those who are dying, and working with
people before, during, and after hospitali-
zation. When those topics are done, the
trainees will be commissioned as Stephen
Ministers and receive their first care giving
assignments. But even then, their training
is far from over. "Continuing education is
an important component of Stephen Min-
istry training," says Claire Zillmer. "Stephen
Ministers will meet for continuing educa-
tion once a month, even after they begin
meeting with their care receivers. The
goal is for Stephen Ministers to continually
enhance their skills and learn new ways to
care. We want them to provide the best
care possible for their care receivers."

If you know of someone who could use a
Stephen Minister or if you would like to
having a Stephen Minister yourself, please
contact Drene DeGood at 295-7560 and
she will explain in more detail how the
program works for individuals. Please
keep all of the current Stephen Ministers,
the new trainees, and the Stephen Lead-
ers in your prayers.
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