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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 ' .
FIRST SUNDAY CELEBRATION Bridge Ministry

CBm’dlge Q\/linistry ﬂnge[ Tree 9:30 AM GATHERING Angel Tree ]

11:10 AM ~ HANGING OF THE GREENS ~ ONE SERVICE

—— Look for the Bridge Angel Tree covered with opportunities for COMMUNION
*" 1Y us to reach out a helping hand to the men at the Bridge Ministry in
4 Buckingham! The Bridge Ministry was established to give men, who SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
vy o4 have been incarcerated for non-violent offenses, an opportunity to 8:45 AM CONTEMPORARY
, x" grow into the Lord by committing to spend 12-24 months working to 11:10 AM TRADITIONAL Isaiah 9:6
- get their lives back. While at the Bridge, men have few opportunities “For to us a child is
Bl to have contact with their families and must spend the holidays in SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 born, to us a son is
Buckingham. The Angel Tree is a way in which we can serve their 8:45 AM CONTEMPORARY given, and the gov-
needs by choosing a name from the tree and supplying them with 11:10 AM TRADITIONAL ernment will be on
needed gifts. SPECIAL MUSIC: “CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS” his shoulders. And

he will be called

with family members to get that special gift to show the Lord’s love WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God,

through our congregation. I have seen the impact these gifts have FAMILY CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION ~ 5:30 PM .

. . ) Everlasting Father,
on the men and know that for many, these will be the only gifts they CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION ~ 9:00 PM Prince of Peace.”
receive. If you have any questions about the Angel Tree, (SPECIAL MUSIC STARTS AT 8:30 PM) '
please contact me, Julie Joyce (978-1528).

Please stop by the tree, get a name and have fun shopping

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28
11:10 AM ~ ONE SERVICE
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Session Highlights November 2008

. The clerk reported to the session on the results of Pastor Goodrich’s performance
evaluation. It can be summarized: “very high level with excited energy”.

2. Approved removing Ed and Edie Hawthorne from Meadows active roll by letter of
transfer to First Baptist Church, Charlottesville, VA.

3. Dr. Pickell will preach on the 29" of December while Tom presides over Louisa Tazwell
services in the Tidewater area.

4. Tom thanks the session and congregation for supporting him during the visit to Cali-
fornia to honor Dr. Louis H. Evans, Jr. in remembering his life.

5. The Elders elect will be examined on December 14 in a called session meeting. Potential

new members will also meet with the session on this date.

Approved moving Jean Woods from the active to the inactive roll.

Approved a covenant relationship with Charles Pickell and Tim McConnell, parish asso-

ciates, for the year 2009 only. Funding comes from designated funds for that purpose

and a 2009 pledge.

8. Approved a request to compensate Gifford Taylor for his work as newly appointed
Youth Intern for November and December, 2008.

9. The session spent significant time on the 2009 budget. The requested 2009 budget
was far higher than projected revenue (including pledges to date). Work was done to
keep expenditures in line with revenue. More work will be done in December to refine
the budget. This process is complicated by deficient spending that has taken place in
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Mark Your Calendars

| The Emergency Food
Bank Collection:
Items (Canned goods
and boxed foods) for
the Food Bank are being collected
through Advent. A box will be in the
narthex for you to drop off your items.

» the
& | Emergency
l | FoodBank

FELLOWSHIP HOUR DECEMBER 7™
Everyone is invited to bring a dozen
cookies to share for Fellowship Hour on
December 7" following the Hanging of
the Greens service. You might want to
bring your recipe for those who love
your cookies.

Please note NEW email
addresses for Staff!

STAFF

Rev. Thomas A. Goodrich
Pastor
Tom.Goodrich@meadowspc.org

Rev. Timothy P. McConnell
Parish Associate
tim@studycenter.net

C. Michael Weiglein
Youth and Children’s Ministries
Mike.Weiglein@meadowspc.org

Stephen Hitchcock
Pastoral Intern
Stephen.Hitchcock@meadowspc.org

Tara Ford
Tara.Ford@meadowspc.org
Choir Director

Danielle M. Oakes
Administrative Assistant
Office@meadowspc.org

2o o 525

the past years to draw down the reserve based on session action to maintain 3 months
operating capital.
Clerk of the Session, Bill Stackhouse

2008 CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

A Presbyterian tradition for almost seventy years, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four
special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to provide con-
gregations direct ways of supporting specific causes that help those in need.

The receipts from the Offering are distributed equally to the Board of Pensions for assistance pro-
grams and to National Ministries of the General Assembly Council to support Presbyterian racial ethnic
education.

The Presbyterian Church has long promoted education through establishing and supporting racial
ethnic schools and colleges. Christmas Joy Offering funds provide scholarships to deserving students as
well as help with basic operating costs. The schools supported by the offering are: Barber-Scotia College,
Cook School for Christian Leadership, Knoxville College, Meanaul School, Presbyterian Pan American
School, Sheldon Jackson College and Stillman College.

During the month of Advent you will find in each weekly Bulletin or in the Narthex a touching
testimony of God’s amazing love, mercy and grace and how your Joy Offering has touched so many lives.
The Joy Offering will be received on December 2Ist. As we offer our gift, let us thank God for the op-
portunity to reach out to the members of a wider family in celebration of God’s love in Jesus Christ.

MEADOWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND
EXPENSES

—_

-W'

10/31/08

Budget October Year to Date Remaining Percent Spent
REVENUE
Pledges, Envelopes $376,678.00 33,288.00  357,460.94 19,217.06 94.90%
Loose Plate 40,000.00 $2,961.78  $29,495.66 $10,504.34 73.74%
Building Use 16,000.00 50.00 7,195.00 8,805.00 44 .97%
Interest Income 10,000.00 1,839.27 9,303.84 696.16 93.04%
TOTAL REVENUE $442,678.00 38,139.05 403,455.44 39,222.56 91.14%
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH $62,050.00 $5,000.00 $49,721.76 $12,328.24 80.13%
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 19,650.00 (847.30) 13,528.42 6,121.58 68.85%
WORSHIP 5,750.00 1,059.06 4,112.07 1,637.93 71.51%
FELLOWSHIP 2,400.00 28.94 2,283.30 116.70 95.14%
FACILITIES 106,716.00 3,860.23  103,123.32 3,592.68 96.63%
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 18,550.00 1,600.32 14,866.08 3,683.92 80.14%
NURTURE MATERIALS 8,500.00 25.00 7,662.74 837.26 90.15%
NEW MEMBER 2,150.00 25.01 976.13 1,173.87 45.40%
PERSONNEL 281,034.00 23,223.19  231,823.30 49,210.70 82.49%
TOTAL BUDGET $506,800.00 $33,974.45 $428,097.12 $78,702.88 84.47%
TOTAL REVENUE OVER EXPENSES ($64,122.00) $4,164.60 ($24,641.68)
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The Bridge Ministry

Monday, December 8, 2008
The Doubletree at 6:00 Doors open
6:30 pm Banquet Begins

Franklin Graham, president and CEO of both The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and Samaritan’s Purse will
be the keynote speaker. Each year Rev. Graham conducts at least five evangelistic festivals around the world and
since 1989 has preached to more than 3,000,000 people. It is an honor of humbling magnitude to have a man of in-
ternational prominence, such as Franklin Graham, speak on behalf of The Bridge Ministry. Come learn and celebrate
what God has done. Catch the vision of what, yet, can be done. Pastor Washington’s new book People, Places and
Things will be released for the first time at the banquet. Meadows Presbyterian will be hosting a table. Please
call Pastor Goodrich if you are interested in attending. For more info. pick up a brochure in the fellowship
hall.

Campbell Soup Labels
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Meadows-Kenya Partnership News

Following Meadows’ mission trip to Riamukurwe
Parish in Nyeri, Kenya, this summer, excess funds
raised for the trip were sent to meet needs at Tu-
maini Children’s Home and Huruma Children’s
Home. Last month, Rev. Bernard Muindi, the
founder and director of the homes, wrote to con-
firm the funds had been received and that they
had been applied as suggested:

He wrote,
“ ~Two plastic water tanks for Huruma
have been purchased and are being installed
So that rain water can be collected during
this rainy seasons.
~Fourteen table benches have been pur-

taxing and we feel we have to limit it to the
very best students. University education,
particularly private universities, are expen-
sive and we can afford to support only a
few best ones though others may be quall-
fied to get admission. Technical institutes
are less expensive and some take shorter
time for the students to graduate. All the
funds in the vocational training fund are
going to post-secondary education and not
to the vocational training centre whose
foundation has already been laid. The very
pressing need now is the secondary and
post-secondary education.”

MAKING

Sunday, Nov. 30th is our annual Ad-
vent Wreath making event. This is a great time
of fellowship, food and Christmas Carols all in
preparation for the Advent Season. Everyone
is welcome and encouraged to come. We’'ll
start at 5:30 with a soup dinner and start the
wreath making around 6:00. Please bring soup
to share and greens (to make the wreaths) also

& Box Tops for Education
Don’t know what to do with your Campbell Soup
labels or your Box Tops for Education??? If you
will bring them to the church and put them in the
box in the Fellowship Hall they will be divided
among the children who attend schools that redeem
them. Many schools use the money from this for
computers, PE equipment or classroom materials.
School budgets are in shortfall and all are being
asked to cut even more- this is a simple way to help

chased and are in use at Huruma. Meadows’ team was impressed by the very high
~The knitting Singer machine has also  caliber and seriousness of students at Tumaini —
been bought and is in use. especially considering that many had been living on
~The group’s working funds have been the streets just a short time ago. It's heartbreaking
used to pay for the materials used to paint to imagine qualifying students being turned away
both the primary and secondary schools from further education — and a secure future —
classrooms, windows as well as Tumaini adde to lack of funds. Post-secondary education
Huruma. They have also helped in fencingcosts between $200 and $3000 per year, per stu-
part of the primary school compound. dent. If you're interested in helping Tumaini and
~Bibles for children have been ordered Huruma be able to send more kids to vocational

to share.

e, ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
@ SENIOR LUNCHEON
N (FOR THE ‘OVER 55 CROWD)

Sunday, December 14th 12:30 pm

The luncheon will be catered by Maddie Cor-

bett, so we'll need to know how many to expect.

Please fill in the form below and return it to the
church office no later than December 10th.

Please bring your appetite and a wrapped $5-$10
gift for the Yankee Swap.

Name

No. of People Attending

schools come up with a little more money. If you
have any questions please call Kaki Payne 245-0323.

CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIA

It’s that time of year again to order your Christ-
mas poinsettias. The poinsettias are $10 each.
Please fill out the Order Form in the next three
Bulletins (with payment, please) return to the
church office or place it in the offering plate.
Or send payment (Attention: Danielle) along
with Name, # of poinsettias, “In Memory of” or
“In Honor of” and let us know if you will or will
not be picking up the poinsettias. The deadline
for orders is Monday, December 15th.

and hope to get them soon. school or university, call Abigail McConnell at
We are grateful for these designated funds?73-2053, or The Outreach Foundation at (800)
and the work done by the mission 791-5023 or visit them online at

team from the Meadows Presbyterian www.theoutreachfoundation.org.

Church is very much appreciated...”
Once again, THANK YOU for your support of

Rev. Muindi also described the dire funding situa- Meadows’ partnership with the Riamukurwe Parish.

tion for post-secondary education for the children Please pray for our friends in the Parish and for

at the homes: the children who are being loved and cared for in
“Post-secondary education has become scChrist’s name at Tumaini and Huruma.

From the Desk of Danielle Oakes

~ Newsletter Deadline for the January, newsletter will be Monday, December 15th and will be assembled and
mailed on Thursday, December 18th.

~ From the Outreach Committee: Operation Christmas Child was a huge success. We met our goal and a little
bit more! We collected 101 boxes!!! Thank you to everyone that took the time to shop and wrap the boxes for
these children. Operation Child brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations around the world.
Please pray for the thousands of little boys and girls that will receive the shoeboxes this year. Pray that through
the gifts and the gospel literature, that these children and their families will come to know ] ..
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Youth and ChildrenMinistries

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling amor
seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who ca

Father, full of grace and tiatim 1.14

We have several events happening in December for both
The Water's Edgeand The Deep We hope that you will
be able to join us for all of them!

Hanging of the Gree

The Hanging of the Greens service takes place on Sunday,
December 7th at 11:10 as part of our First Sunday Celebra-
tion. Our youth and children are an integral part of this ser-
vice. We will need to practice beforehand so please plan to
attend the whole morning starting at 9:30.

Christmas Pageant

The Christmas Pageant is another of our annual traditions
that students of all ages are needed for. We have plenty of
roles to fill for anyone who wants to participate. Practices

will be held at the church on Sundays, December 7% 14
and 21* from 5:00 - 6:00. The pageant itself is part of the

5:30 worship service on Wednesday, December 24
(Christmas Eve).

We need plenty of behind the scenes adult help, as well
as a director to run the show — Please contact Mike
Weiglein if you are interested.

The Water's Edge@hildren’s

Ministry)

Kids Connection will be on Wednesday, December 10
from 5:45 - 7:15 at the church. Make sure to join us as we
continue to learn what it means to go through life Living in
the Light

The Dee Prouth Ministry)

Our annual Christmas Party will be Sunday, Dec 14" from
6:30 - 8:00. Location TBA. Bring a wrapped present ($5
limit) for a game!

December Youh
& Childee@alendar

Sunday, November 30™

530 Advent Wreath making at Meadow
Bring soup to share and greens for
your wreath. Everything else will be
provided.
(No Youth Group Tonight)

Sunday, December 7

9:30  First Sunday Celebration begins
11:10  Hanging of the Greens Service
5:00 Christmas Pageant Practice
6:30  The Deep(Youth Group)

Wednesday, December 10"
5:45 Kids Connection!

Sunday, December 14"
5:00 Christmas Pageant Practice
6:30-8:30  The DeepChristmas Party

Sunday, December 21*
5:00 Christmas Pageant Practice
(No Youth Group tonight)

Wednesday, December 24
5:30 Family Service/Christmas Pageant

Meadows Messenger
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PRAYER CONNECTION MINISTRY

We are working on reorganizing our Prayer Connection Ministry program. We are beginning by con-
tacting those adults who have partners and asking them how they would like this relationship to con-
tinue in the future. Maybe you would like to keep the child (children) you now have, change partners,
or no longer feel you can be a part of this program. If you have not been contacted, please get in
touch with Sandy Reese at 977-7503 or email: sandyreeseinva@aol.com If you have children who do
not have an adult prayer partner, and you would like this for them, please contact Mike Weiglein at
296-2791 or email: Mike.Weiglein@meadowspc.org

There will be a sign up after the first of the year for those adults who would like new partners. This
can be a very special relationship for the children as well as the adults. Please pray for this program as
we go forward with these changes.

= RA ¢ R 4 pA < R~ 4

Women'’s Corner

Meadows Presbyterian Women got a head start on Christmas preparations at the Fall Gathering
on Saturday, November 15. Our thanks to Julie Joyce, who provided the materials and instruction
for making beaded napkins rings and felt tree ornaments. It was a time of fun, fellowship, and
creative expression.

The annual Thank Offering, which supports many worthwhile programs both in this country and
worldwide, was dedicated with prayer and thanksgiving.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to thrive. One shawl has already been dedicated and several
others have been completed. The group meets from 10:00 to 11:30 on the second Wednesday of
each month. If you have not yet started and need instructions, contact Sudie Althisar, 245-1674,
sudieincville@mac.com

Those who wish to continue making baby caps are encouraged to do so. Some yarns have been
donated for both projects. Contact Danielle for the storage site.

If you are looking for attractive and thoughtful Christmas gifts, consider the Meadows cookbook,
FEEDING THE FLOCK ($12), and Equal Exchange coffee and tea, which support farmers' cooper:
tives that utilize organic and sustainable practices. They are available in the Fellowship Hall.

The Coordinating Team is busy planning activities for the new year with our focus on growing and
developing personally as Christian women and disciples of Christ and using our time in meaningful
ways while making a contribution to the lives of others. Information will be provided through the
monthly newsletter, Sunday bulletin, and circle liaisons. Suggestions are welcome. Yours in Chris
Mary Alice Green, Moderator, 971-1453 or pairadox99@aol.com.
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