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Bridge Ministry Angel Tree
          Look for the Bridge Angel Tree covered with opportunities for 
us to reach out a helping hand to the men at the Bridge Ministry in 
Buckingham!  The Bridge Ministry was established to give men, 
who have been incarcerated for non-violent offenses, an opportu-
nity to grow into the Lord by committing to spend 12-24 months 
working to get their lives back.  While at the Bridge, men have few 
opportunities to have contact with their families and must spend 
the holidays in Buckingham.  The Angel Tree is a way in which we 
can serve their needs by choosing a name from the tree and sup-
plying them with needed gifts.

       Please stop by the tree, get a name and have fun shopping 
with family members to get that special gift to show the Lord’s love 
through our congregation.  I have seen the impact these gifts have 
on the men and know that for many, these will be the only gifts 

they receive.  If you have any questions about the Angel Tree, please contact me, 
Julie Joyce at 978-1528 or bluebird1528@hotmail.com.  
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Isaiah 9:6
“For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is 
given, and the 
government will be on 
his shoulders.  And he 
will be called
Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.” 

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP
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1.  Accepted with joy the following new members.
Kris Kubo by transfer letter from Mira Mesa Presbyterian Church, San Diego, CA,
Karen Kubo by transfer letter from Peachtree Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, GA,
Dick Schneider by transfer letter from South Plains Presbyterian Church, Charlottesville, VA,
Bob and Helen Landel by transfer letter from First Presbyterian Church, Charlottesville, VA,
 2.  Clerk summarized the performance evaluation of Pastor Tom Goodrich.  (Exceeded expectations in 
all areas and should be compensated above the average of similar positions.)
3.  Session will meet with 14 confirmands on Nov. 29 for examination.  Incoming Elders will observe 
and be examined for Ordination/Installation.
4.  Approved a called meeting to examine confirmand Kyle Chipman ( who will be absent on 11/29) on 
December 6, 9:45 AM.
5.  Approved January 3, first Sunday Celebration, as incoming Elder Ordination/Installation.
6.  Approved Drew Carpenter to be baptized on Dec. 6.
7.  Approved dropping of Advent Service on Dec 23 in deference to December 24 services.
8.  Approved Kris and Karen Kubo as volunteer Youth Leaders.
9.  Home of the Highlands representative will speak at January family night dinner.
10.   Received a report from Jerry Carpenter stating that all staff performance appraisals are completed.
11.  The highlights of the 2010 Meadows budget were discussed and increases were reviewed in some 
detail.  Some cost cutting was done.  With most pledges received (hopefully) a final budget approval is 
expected in the December meeting.  

Clerk of the Session,  Bill Stackhouse

Session Highlights November 2009

2009 CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
          A Presbyterian tradition for almost seventy years, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four 
special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to provide con-
gregations direct ways of supporting specific causes that help those in need.
        The receipts from the Offering are distributed equally to the Board of Pensions for assistance pro-
grams and to National Ministries of the General Assembly Council to support Presbyterian racial ethnic 
education.
        The Presbyterian Church has long promoted education through establishing and supporting racial 
ethnic schools and colleges.  Christmas Joy Offering funds provide scholarships to deserving students as 
well as help with basic operating costs.  The schools supported by the offering are:  Barber-Scotia College, 
Cook School for Christian Leadership, Knoxville College, Meanaul School, Presbyterian Pan American 
School, Sheldon Jackson College and Stillman College.
        During the month of Advent you will find in each weekly Bulletin or in the Narthex a touching 
testimony of God’s amazing love, mercy and grace and how your Joy Offering has touched so many lives.  
The Joy Offering will be received on December 20th As we offer our gift, let us thank God for the op-
portunity to reach out to the members of a wider family in celebration of God’s love in Jesus Christ.
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Mark Your Calendars

FELLOWSHIP HOUR DECEMBER 6TH

Everyone is invited to bring a dozen cookies to share for Fellowship Hour on 
December 7th following the Hanging of the Greens service.  You might want 
to bring your recipe for those who love your cookies.  

Meadows Infant and Toddler Nursery is growing weekly. The Nursery 
Search Committee is looking to hire a second part time Nursery Atten-
dant for Sunday and special services as needed. Applicants must be 18 
years old or older. Previous experience working with children between 
ages of one month and five years old. For more information please con-
tact Jerry Carpenter (434) 962-8349 or Dianne Burris (434) 962-3398

MEADOWS PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EX-
PENSES
For the Year 2009 83.33%

Budget October Year to Date Remaining Percent Spent
REVENUE
Pledges, Envelopes $359,426.00 27,718.00 315,522.29 43,903.71 87.79%
Loose Plate 40,000.00 $3,790.10 $45,650.54 ($5,650.54) 114.13%
Building Use 16,000.00 450.00 11,605.00 4,395.00 72.53%
Interest Income 10,000.00 506.69 6,983.20 3,016.80 69.83%
TOTAL REVENUE $425,426.00 32,464.79 379,761.03 45,664.97 89.27%

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH $53,050.00 $5,135.78 $49,615.14 $3,434.86 93.53%
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 18,250.00 896.56 10,410.76 7,839.24 57.05%
WORSHIP 4,150.00 518.12 2,815.78 1,334.22 67.85%
FELLOWSHIP 3,000.00 191.91 1,478.59 1,521.41 49.29%
FACILITIES 82,428.00 3,508.56 54,201.79 28,226.21 65.76%
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 19,380.00 939.22 16,796.39 2,583.61 86.67%
NURTURE MATERIALS 5,970.00 (56.00) 2,749.77 3,220.23 46.06%
NEW MEMBER 1,950.00 0.00 792.11 1,157.89 40.62%
PERSONNEL 287,322.00 23,244.86 240,116.73 47,205.27 83.57%
TOTAL BUDGET $475,500.00 $34,379.01 $378,977.06 $96,522.94 79.70%

TOTAL REVENUE OVER EXPENSES ($50,074.00) ($1,914.22) $783.97 

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


The Emergency Food Bank Collection: 
Items (Canned goods and boxed foods) for the Food Bank 
are being collected through Advent.   A box will be in the 
narthex for you to drop off your items. Please considering 

purchases some Holiday Extras for the Food Bank:  1 pound packages of 
sugar and flour, complete pancake mix (only water needed), Cake mix and 
frosting, Cheese and cracker packs,  1 pound of ground coffee, small jars of 
instant coffee, small boxes of raisins.  Items not needed at this time:  Pasta 
and pasta sauce.  Thank you for your support!
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA

It’s that time of year again to order your Christmas poinsettias.  
The poinsettias are $10 each.  Please fill out the Order Form from 
the newsletter or in the next two Bulletins (with payment, please) 

return to the church office or place it in the offering plate. Or send payment (Attention: Dan-
ielle Oakes) along with Name, # of poinsettias, “In Memory of” or “In Honor of” and let us 
know if you will or will not be picking up the poinsettias.  The deadline for orders is Monday, 
December 7th.

Name:  ___________________________________________

Number of Poinsettias:  ______________________________

In Memory of:  __________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of:  ____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Paid by Check:   _____   Cash:   _____

I will _____   will not ____  pick up my poinsettia.

Mark Your Calendars

From the Desk of Danielle Oakes
~ Newsletter Deadline for the January,  newsletter will be Monday, December 14th and will be assembled and 
mailed on Thursday, December 19th. 

~ The Power of a Simple Gift: Thank you to everyone who took time to  shop and wrap boxes 
for Operation Christmas Child this year!   Meadows delivered 79 boxes -- each one now on its 
way to a child who desperately needs to feel God's love this Christmas.  Please pray for the 
millions of kids who will receive the shoeboxes this year, that they and their families will 
come to know Jesus Christ.  To follow up on this project and watch what happens when the 
boxes are delivered, check out www.samaritanspurse.org.

Page 3 Meadows Messenger Volume 2,  I ssue 7

Women’s Corner
Meadows Presbyterian Women got a head start on Christmas preparations at the Fall Gathering on 
Saturday, November 14.  Our thanks to Julie Joyce, who provided the materials and instruction for 
making angel tree ornaments, Christmas cards, gift tags, and book marks. It was a time of fun, fel-
lowship, and creative expression.

The annual Thank Offering, which supports many worthwhile programs for women and children in 
this country and also worldwide, was dedicated with prayer and thanksgiving.

Orders for Equal Exchange Coffee and Cocoa Mix may be picked up in the Fellowship Hall after the 
8:45 a.m. and 11:10 a.m. services.  Purchasing these products helps to support cooperatives of 
small farmers in Central and South America who practice sustainable and organic farming.  Our next 
time to order will be in March, 2010.

If you are looking for attractive and thoughtful Christmas gifts, consider the Meadows cookbook, 
Feeding the Flock ($12).  This book is the distillation of the best recipes from the Meadows family of 
fine cooks, and would be a welcome addition to anyone's collection of cookbooks.  It is available in 
the Fellowship Hall.

Our support for Shelter for Help in Emergencies (SHE) is on-going.  Our hearts go out, particularly at 
this  Christmas season, to women and children who are seeking shelter from violent and abusive re-
lationships.  A list of needed items is attached to the collection box in the Fellowship Hall.

The Coordinating Team of Meadows Presbyterian Women is busy planning activities for the new 
year with our focus of developing personally as Christian women and disciples of Christ while mak-
ing a contribution to the lives of others.  Information will be provided through the monthly newsletter, 
Sunday bulletin, and circle liaisons.  Suggestions are welcome.

Yours in Christ,  Mary Alice Green, Moderator, 971-1453, pairadox99@aol.com.

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


Youth and Children‘s Ministries
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Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son[b] into the world that we might live through him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice forour sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 
seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.                    -            1 John 4:7-12

As I write this I have just returned from our annual Huge Fall Retreat at Camp Hanover after spending the 
weekend with 34 students and 8 adult leaders.  Over the course of the weekend we spent a great deal of 
time talking about God’s love for us, and how that leads us to love others, both inside and outside of the 
church.  It is only God’s love, expressed through the giving of his own son’s life, that allows us to love oth-
ers the way he calls us to, but we are indeed called to love each other in ways that are difficult and sacrifi-
cial.  Witnessing high school and middle school students discuss these truths and how it does and should 
change their lives is an incredible thing to be a part of.  

We also just completed a confirmation class of sixteen 8th – 11th graders, all of whom worked hard at read-
ing and taking notes on the Gospel of Mark, memorizing scriptures, and discussing what we believe as 
Presbyterian Christians.  This was also quite an experience to be a part of – to watch as students became 
excited as they engaged with God’s word in new ways.  Both the confirmation class and the retreat served 
to encourage and challenge me in my faith as I witnessed once again the life-changing work of the Holy 
Spirit in people’s lives.                                                                                                                                       Mike

We have several events happening in December for both Youth & Children’s ministries.  We hope that you 
will be able to join us for all of them!

Confirmation & Hanging of the Greens
The Hanging of the Greens and Confirmation service takes place during our First Sunday Celebration on 
December 6th at 11:10.  Our youth and children are an integral part of this service.  Please plan to be here 
that morning to participate in this special time of worship.

Christmas Pageant
The Christmas Pageant is another of our annual traditions that students of all ages are needed for.  We 
have plenty of roles to fill for anyone who wants to participate.  Practices will be held at the church on Sun-
days, December 6th, 13th, and 20th from 5:00 – 6:00.  The pageant itself is part of the 5:30 worship service on 
Thursday, December 24th (Christmas Eve).  

We also need plenty of behind the scenes adult help – Please contact Mike Weiglein if you are inter-
ested.                       

The Water’s Edge (Children’s Ministry)
Kid’s Connection this month will be on Wednesday, December 9th from 5:45 – 7:15 at the church.  Make 
sure to join us as we continue our theme of Sharable Parables, looking at the stories Jesus used to teach his 
followers.
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The Deep (Youth Ministry)
Our annual Christmas Party will be Sunday, Dec 13th from 6:30 – 8:00.  Location TBA.  Bring a wrapped present ($5 limit) for a 
game!

December Youth and Children’s Calendar
Sunday, December 6th      11:10           Confirmation/Hanging of the Greens Service
                                          5:00           Christmas Pageant Practice 

  6:30           Youth Group

Wednesday, December 9th   5:45           Kids Connection!

Sunday, December 13th      5:00           Christmas Pageant Practice
                                          6:30 – 8:30 The Deep  Christmas Party

Sunday, December 20th       5:00           Christmas Pageant Practice
                                          6:30           Youth Group

Thursday, December 24th   5:30           Family Service/Christmas Pageant 

Youth and Children‘s Ministries

CROP Walk 2009
         
         We were blessed with an absolutely gorgeous day for this year's CROP Walk! About 16 
members from Meadows gathered with other local walkers to celebrate our part in the 2009 walk 
to help alleviate hunger here in the Charlottesville area and across the globe. We began our six 
mile journey at First Presbyterian on Park Street and enjoyed walking with friends and family as 
we talked, walked, and laughed our way to the end.

         Thanks to all who participated by contributing financially and those who walked-we raised 
over $2000!! Our Meadows walkers included: Jeremy Greller, Kendall and Norm Pearson, Lisa 
Graziano and ALL her girls, Carson and Amanda Joyce, Hal Lippard, Doug DeGood, Bobbye and 
Mike Cohen, Kris Bonham, Mike and Carol Atchison, and Will and Julie Joyce. If any walkers' 
names have not been included, please accept my apologies. 

         Over the years, our church has shown outstanding support for the CROP Walk which is an-
other way we demonstrate our compassionate caring for others.
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