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���“Just as old or bleary-eyed men and those with weak vision, if you thrust before them a most beautiful 
volume, even if they recognize it to be some sort of writing, yet can scarcely construe two words, but 
with the aid of spectacles begin to read distinctly; so Scripture gathering up the otherwise confused 
knowledge of God in our minds, having dispersed our dullness, clearly shows us the true God.”  
                                                                         John Calvin Institutes of Christian Religion 1.7.1 
 

In the gospel accounts of the life of Jesus Christ we are given the living picture of the true 
God.  We have begun this winter to read through the Gospel of John. Our focus during the Wednes-
day Lenten series will be again the “I AM” statements of Jesus.  The schedule listed below is provided 
as an encouragement for all of us at Meadows to read along and study as we go with Jesus Christ, 
the Son of the True God, to Jerusalem, to the cross and beyond to the empty tomb.  

 
As we have done in years past, we will gather for Noontime Communion at 12:15pm and  

6:30 pm Vespers in Lent services on Wednesdays in Lent beginning on the 6th of February with Ash 
Wednesday.   

We will also be led by a team of teachers this year including Parish Visitor Reverend Tim 
McConnell, Pastoral Intern Stephen Hitchcock and Director of Youth and Children's Ministries       
Mike Weiglein. Please come join us. 
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1.   Accepted with joy Kate St. Clair into membership by letter of transfer from Providence Presby-

terian Church, Fairfax, VA. 
2.   Elected Carol Atchison as Treasurer for 2008, Peggy Shupe as assistant Clerk for 2008 and Bill 

Stackhouse as Clerk of Session for 2008-2010 with the condition that he be affirmed at the be-
ginning of each year.  Clerk reported officially thanking Carol for her significant effort and 
Betty Hicks for her strong role as Financial Secretary. 

3.   Approved the 2007 Annual Statistical report as presented at the January 13th Congregational 
meeting with the correction of the church email (office@meadowspc.org ) and regular contribu-
tions ($406,917) (total receipts for 2007 was $439,910).  Clerk will “submit” the report as cor-
rect for Presbytery and General Assembly use before Jan 24 to make the Presbytery honor roll.  
Many thanks to staff and Elders who assisted in the gathering of the information for the Annual 
Statistical Report. 

4.   Kaki Payne, Chair of the Fellowship Committee announced there will be a family night supper 
in April that will include a talent show. 

5.   Congregational Membership Committee is in need of new members to greet, visit and encour-
age visitors to Members.  Alex Rucker and Marlyn Hochstetler are the co-chairs and contacts 
for committee membership. 

6.   The Saturday night Kenya Mission dinner was well received and attended by over 100 people!!  
Kudos to Abigail and Tim McConnell, Julie Joyce and Sudie Althisar for a great job planning 
and leading the event.  Many others participated in the effort.   

7.   The Outreach committee will look at changing the 2 cents a meal campaign to 5 cents a meal, 
the current number used by Presbytery of the James. 

8.   Stephen Hitchcock was offered and he has accepted the one half time position as Pastoral In-
tern.  His work will begin during the week of January 21.  This position is for one year and after 
Session review of results and current circumstances, may be extended. 

9.   Keith Johnson has decided to step off the Session due to job responsibilities and family com-
mitments.  Reorganization is in process. 

10. Results of the final receipts and budget for 2007 were reviewed.  Net deficit spending was ap-
proximately $20,000.  This was much less than planned giving the Session confidence that the 
2008 budget which includes deficit spending of approximately $60,000 can be achieved while 
maintaining a reserve of 3 months operating budget.  Thanks be to God for all the contributions 
to Meadows by the congregation. 

11. Elected the following commissioners to attend Presbytery meetings: 
 

Feb 16:  Kathy Floyd and Kaki Payne 
Jun  17: Drene Degood and Bobbye Cohen 
Oct  18: Ben Powell and Ben Thompson 

 
Clerk of the Session,  Bill Stackhouse 
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This year, as in the past, our Nurture Committee  

will be sending Valentine packages to our college students. 
 
       While you’re out doing your shopping, why not pick up some small gift items to send to our college students for 
Valentine’s Day?!  
 
Here are some suggestions: 
      gum                              homemade cookies       popcorn                            hot chocolate mix 
      post-it notes                 candy                             phone cards 
      hi-liters                         postage stamps             small tissue packages 
        
The box is located just outside the church office.  The Nurture Committee will be packing the Valentines boxes for 
our college students on Sunday Feb. 10th after the 11:10 am service. 
 
              Parents of college students - please call or email the church office with current addresses for your 
college student children! 

MEADOWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH      
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EX-
PENSES 

     

12/31/07       
 Budget December Year to Date Remaining Percent Spent 

REVENUE      
Pledges, Envelopes $339,182.00  36,078.86  349,851.92  (10,669.92) 103.15% 
Loose Plate 30,000.00  $7,685.69  $57,066.75  ($27,066.75) 190.22% 
Building Use 10,000.00  5,025.00  16,915.00  (6,915.00) 169.15% 
Interest Income 10,000.00  548.47  16,076.63  (6,076.63) 160.77% 
TOTAL REVENUE $389,182.00  49,338.02  439,910.30  (50,728.30) 113.03% 

      
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH $61,950.00  $5,837.74  $62,535.07  ($585.07) 100.94% 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 20,050.00  3,830.26  23,397.03  (3,347.03) 116.69% 
WORSHIP 5,950.00  1,194.60  6,283.50  (333.50) 105.61% 
FELLOWSHIP 2,900.00  443.72  1,932.57  967.43  66.64% 
FACILITIES 102,723.00  36,423.71  106,162.72  (3,439.72) 103.35% 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 16,000.00  1,063.45  16,128.77  (128.77) 100.80% 
NURTURE MATERIALS 13,700.00  99.55  12,053.66  1,646.34  87.98% 
NEW MEMBER 3,850.00  42.99  655.45  3,194.55  17.02% 
PERSONNEL 273,636.50  21,373.75  233,258.25  40,378.25  85.24% 
TOTAL BUDGET $500,759.50  $70,309.77  $462,407.02  $38,352.48  92.34% 

      
TOTAL REVENUE OVER EXPENSES ($111,577.50) ($20,971.75) ($22,496.72)   
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~ Newsletter Deadline for the March newsletter will be Monday, February 25th and will be 
assembled and mailed on Thursday, February, 28th.   

~ Weekly Deadline for the Bulletins will be every Wednesday. 

~ Items intended for the Newsletter or Bulletin are preferred via email or written. 
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Congregational Membership 
Committee :  
The Congregational Member-
ship Committee is looking for 
more folks to serve on the 
committee.  If you like to meet 
new people and feel at ease in 
the welcoming process, please 
contact Alex Rucker or Marlyn 
Hochstetler.   Thank you for 
pray fully considering this min-
istry. 
 

Stephen Minister's Corner 
 
     I was recently inspired by a Praise and Worship 
song, "Glory Revealed" (Peason-Shelton) to read and 
ponder Isaiah 40:1-5.  We are reminded of comfort & 
joy in these passages as we read how to prepare the 
way of the Lord.  His love is revealed to us in many 
ways.  I am a Stephen's Minister and His love for me 
and my care-receivers has been experienced as love, 
joy and strength.  Please contact any of the Stephen's 
Ministers at Meadows if you would like to talk about 
your journey with Christ...we are great listeners and 
would be honored to share this road with you as we 
prepare the way of our Lord.  Simply call or email the 
church office and someone will contact you.  Yours in 
Christ, Bobbye Cohen �
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          Mark your calendars for the afternoon of Saturday, March 8 .  We will be 
having a knitting class to learn to knit baby hats.  Sudie Althisar will be teaching 
us all the knits and purls of knitting.  These caps will part of our mission projects 
this year.  You will need 1 skein of 2-ply soft yarn (baby type), 1 size 6 knitting 
needle and 1 large tapestry needle. We will begin at 2:00 p.m. with tea and des-
serts as we knit so if you have a favorite dessert that you would like to share, 
please bring that too.  This will be a time of learning and fellowship and at the 
same time give us the opportunity to participate on a “hands-on” project for mis-
sions.  If you have a daughter who would like to learn a new skill, please feel 
free to bring her along.  What a wonderful mother-daughter project!  If you have 
any questions about the knitting class or about the afternoon’s activities call 
Sudie (245-1674) or Linda (977-7357).  
 
Looking ahead:  
 

     May 3 – Annual Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women of the James.  
This year the gathering will be held at Chester Presbyterian Church.  You 
will be hearing more about this as information is made available.  If you 
have never attended a Spring Gathering I urge you to consider it for this 
year.  This is a wonderful opportunity to meet, learn from, and worship with 
other women from our Presbytery. 

 
     May 10 – Meadows Women Spring Tea.  We will be having our own Spring 

Gathering at which time the PW Birthday offering will be received.  We are 
still in the planning stages, but you will be hearing much more about this. 
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A simple prayer: "Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of 
those who are without a bowl of soup to eat" is inspiring a youth-led movement to help hungry 
and hurting people around the world. 

This prayer, delivered by Brad Smith, then a seminary intern serving at Spring Valley Presbyterian 
Church in Columbia, SC, gave birth to an idea. Why not use Super Bowl weekend, a time when 
people come together for football and fun, to also unify the nation for a higher good: collecting dol-
lars and canned food for the needy? Youth could collect donations at their schools and churches 
in soup pots, and then send every dollar DIRECTLY to a local charity of THEIR choice.  

The senior high youth of Spring Valley Presbyterian liked the idea so much they decided to invite 
other area churches to join the team. Twenty-two Columbia churches participated that first year, 
reporting their results so a total could be determined, and then sending all $5,700 they had raised 
to area non-profits. 

That was 1990. Since then, ordinary young people have generated an extraordinary $41 million 
for soup kitchens, food banks and other charities in communities across the country. In addition, 
hundreds of thousands of youth have experienced for themselves the joy and satisfaction of giv-
ing and serving, inspiring people of all ages to follow their generous example. 

 
Souper Bowl of CaringSouper Bowl of CaringSouper Bowl of Caring    

February 3, 2008February 3, 2008February 3, 2008   
   

 
JOIN FORCES & BATTLE HUNGER with thousands of youth by dropping $1 in the soup pot at 
worship on February 3rd. Every dollar dropped in a soup pot helps people in need feel the power 
of God’s love. 
 
America’s teens are transforming Super Bowl Sunday into the nation’s largest youth-led 
day of giving.  
 
As in the past, monies collected at Meadows will be given directly to the Emergency Food Bank. 
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