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���� The Flower Committee thanks everyone who donated flowers for the sanctuary last year. The 
arrangements were lovely.  
             Placing flowers in the sanctuary is a wonderful way to remember loved ones or to cele-
brate special occasions. The flower calendar for 2008 is now posted in the church office. Please 
reserve your special date for 2008.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, call 
Deanie Rucker at 978-4099. 
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Some reflections on what it means for me to be a Member of Meadows Presbyterian Church 
 
As I sit in my office at the end of December 2007, I have been reflecting on what it means to 
be a member of Meadows Presbyterian Church.  As you may have gathered by now, I have 
decided to share my thoughts with you.  Here is what it means to me: 
�

1.   Being gratified to be identified with Meadows Presbyterian Church Congregation. 
2.   Being committed to attending on a regular basis. 
3.   Helping to spread the WORD OF GOD by supporting Meadows financially and with 

energy by being active in other areas. (This may include serving as an Elder and the 
commitment that entails. It may mean attending Bible Studies, participating in one of 
the Circles, attending Sunday School to learn more about the Bible and the workings 
of our church in the community, teaching the grandchildren about baby Jesus, clean-
ing a room at the church, serving on a committee and doing the work that you volun-
teer to do, giving a hug to others in need of one, taking the initiative on something 
that needs your gifts and many other things that are far too numerous to mention….) 

4.   Knowing that Meadows members are people I can rely on in a time of need, who will 
support me in many ways including such basics as food and visits. 

5. Knowing that Meadows members are people I can trust as part of a large family,  
      people who are willing to come to the aid of someone in need. 
6.   Knowing I can count on spiritual support from the Pastor, the Elders and others in the 

congregation. 
7.   Grateful to know that Stephen Ministers are willing to commit to me in a spiritual crisis 

in a congregational members’ life. 
8.   Getting a feeling of peace to know that I committed to being under the guidance of 

God in my everyday life. 
9.   Knowing that our youth program is making a difference in the lives of all involved as a 

safe haven for youth who participate and helps them understand how to make 
choices in all temptations before them.  As members, we get the opportunity to know 
these fine young people and have hope for the future. 

�
Let me hasten to say that if you attend and are not a member, you may be able to experience 
most of the above but it may not be at the same level as members.  The choice is yours and 
may God guide you in your prayers to do what makes sense for you and your family and 
friends.  May the peace of the Lord be with you and yours.  I am willing to know and support 
you in any case. 
 
Bill Stackhouse, 
Member of Meadows Presbyterian Church, 
Charlottesville, VA 
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“Therefore, since we have 
been justified through faith, 
we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we 
have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we 
now stand.  And we rejoice 
in the hope of the glory of 
God.” 
Romans 5:1-2 

http://www.docudesk.com
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1.   Approved a recommendation to the CPM (Committee on the Preparation of Ministers of the 

Presbytery of the James) that Stephen Hitchcock be enrolled as an Inquirer. 
2.   Advised the Worship Committee that a guideline is needed for funeral services held at 

Meadows when the people involved are not familiar with the operations of the building and 
sanctuary procedures. 

3.   Approved by email that Craig Goodrich will preach on Dec 30.  There will be one service at 
second service time of 11:10A.M. 

4.   Approved a 2 year renewal of the Jill contract at a slight cost increase to JILL.  JILL has 
changed their name to OLLI (Osher Lifelong Learning Institute of the University of Vir-
ginia). 

5.   Approved the 2008 budget, including the funding of  half time pay for the Praise Team 
Leader and funding of half time pay for a Pastoral Intern.  Total challenge faith budget is 
$506,808 and includes reduction in excess reserves. 

6.   Declined an Overture to the Presbytery of the James on the Authority of the Committee on 
Ministry with regard to ordination standards.  

 
Clerk of the Session,  Bill Stackhouse 
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Welcome our new members: (from left to right)  

Back row:  Rachel Hopkins, Shannon Wilson & Elijah Widder-Varhegyi  

Front row: Emily Poe, Katie White, Megan Dierolf & David Widder-Varhegyi 
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The time has come to organize the winter/spring segment of Dinner Four.  It’s a great cozy way to survive 
the winter months and enjoy your church family.  Rotation of host homes and mixing of guests can be 
loads of fun. 
 
We plan to schedule dinners for March, April and May.  Possibly a picnic gathering in June for all partici-
pants. 
 
In order to publish a schedule, we need to know who will participate by February 10th.  
There is a registration blank below and one will be published in the bulletin the first two Sundays of Janu-
ary.  These can be left in the offering plate or church office .   
 
We assure you that Dinner Four gatherings are enjoyable social events that result in closer relationships 
and build a stronger church family.  The more the merrier…come join the fun! 
 ********************************************************************* 

Mail to office or place in offering plate 
Prior to Feb. 10th, 2008 

 
Name ________________________________________ 
Telephone No. _________________________________ 
 
Month you are willing to host (circle 1st and 2nd choice) 
1st choice                 March            April               May 
2nd choice                 March            April               May�
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MEADOWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES                                            
11/30/07                                                                    
                                         Budget                            November         Year to Date      Remaining        Percent Spent 
REVENUE                                                                
Pledges, Envelopes       $339,182.00                   29,229.06          313,773.06        25,408.94          92.51% 
Loose Plate                    30,000.00                       $6,454.36          $49,381.06        ($19,381.06)     164.60% 
Building Use                   10,000.00                       300.00               11,890.00          (1,890.00)         118.90% 
Interest Income              10,000.00                       584.41               15,528.16          (5,528.16)         155.28% 
TOTAL REVENUE         $389,182.00                   36,567.83          390,572.28        (1,390.28)         100.36% 
                                                                     
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH           $61,950.00        $4,914.54          $53,697.33        $8,252.67          86.68% 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION          20,050.00          (1,387.70)         19,632.27          417.73               97.92% 
WORSHIP                                  5,950.00            695.56               5,088.90            861.10               85.53% 
FELLOWSHIP                             2,900.00            415.80               1,488.85            1,411.15            51.34% 
FACILITIES                                 102,723.00        3,457.24            69,739.01          32,983.99          67.89% 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION       16,000.00          893.93               15,065.32          934.68               94.16% 
NURTURE MATERIALS            13,700.00          2,752.30            11,954.11          1,745.89            87.26% 
NEW MEMBER                           3,850.00            52.19                 612.46               3,237.54            15.91% 
PERSONNEL                              273,636.50        19,183.42          211,884.50        61,752.00          77.43% 
TOTAL BUDGET                        $500,759.50      $30,977.28        $389,162.75      $111,596.75      77.71% 
                                                                     
TOTAL REVENUE OVER EXPENSES    ($111,577.50)    $5,590.55          $1,409.53                        
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~ Newsletter Deadline for the February newsletter will be Monday, January 28th and will                      
be assembled and mailed on Thursday,  January 31st.  
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This year, as in the past, our Nurture Committee  

will be sending Valentine packages to our college students. 
 
       While you’re out doing your shopping, why not pick up some small gift items to send to our college students for 
Valentine’s Day?!  
Here are some suggestions: 
     gum                              homemade cookies       popcorn                            hot chocolate mix 
     post-it notes                 candy                              phone cards 
     hi-liters                          postage stamps             small tissue packages 
        
Please keep the items at home until we put out the collection box in January. The box will be located just outside 
the church office. 
              Parents of college students - please call or email the church office with current addresses for your 
college student children! 
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Beginning on Sunday, January 6, a new slate of Adult Sunday School classes will begin.  There will 
be two dealing with a wide variety of topics pertinent to nurturing our faith as Christians.  The offer-
ings include the following: 
 
Jan. 6th through Feb. 10th  
 
"The Life of Abraham: A study of a man of faith and  a friend of God"  taught by Mary Spencer; 
a study of an old testament character, how he exercised faith in circumstances similar to ours but in 
very different times. 
"The Great Divorce" by C.S.Lewis will be taught by Tom Goodrich, a fanciful look at Heaven and 
Hell through the imaginative and insightful eyes of C. S. Lewis. 
 
Feb. 17th through March 23rd.   
 
"Of Mandates and Miracles" This class will be taught by Nancy Goodrich.  In it we will explore the 
Commands of Jesus and His Miracles of Grace as recounted in the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
"Listening with the Heart"  will be taught by Dave Dierolf and will be a study of the attitude of the 
heart for the Lenten season. 
 
We invite you to join us during the Sunday School Hour between services as we share our thoughts 
on our spiritual growth as Christians.  What better way to spend an hour on Sunday morning than 
with your brothers and sisters in Christ as we seek to deepen our understanding of our relationship 
with God through His Son, Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Spirit! ���
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           As the new year begins to unfold, and 2007 is just a memory, I, as the resource person 
for special events, am filled with gratitude and praise for the beautiful and meaningful programs 
we have had at Meadows Church because of the help and participation of so many of you.  
           All through the year special events have taken place that required your involvement and 
in nearly every instance everyone that I asked to do a job gladly and cheerfully agreed. From 
the music, to the readings and lighting for Maundy Thursday; the singing and instrumental mu-
sic and acting in the Easter Sunrise service; the excitement and details involved in the Diane 
Bish concert; the Women's Gathering in October to the end-of- the year's "Hanging of the 
Greens," and the beautiful decorating of the church, all of you did the work what was required 
and much more to make each service an inspiration to those who attended and an honor to our 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  
           Tom Goodrich, Mike Weiglein and Danielle Oakes have given me such great direction 
and support, that I have felt free to plan and implement each event in which I was involved.  
           So to each of you, (and I'd love to name each one of you, but am fearful of leaving out 
someone) my heartfelt thanks for making my job so pleasurable and easy. May we have many 
more events that will bring us together as God's people, that will extend our witness more into 
the community and will bring us closer to our Lord. A happy and fulfilling New Year to you all 
and "God bless us every one." Anne McCormick, Resource Person for Special Events  


