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Worshiping at Meadows during Lent

March 18                        12:15 pm Noontime Service
                                        6:30 pm Vespers

March 25                       12:15 pm Noontime Service
                                        6:30 pm Vespers

April 1                            12:15 pm Noontime Service
                                        6:30 pm Vespers

April 5                        Palm Sunday
                                    First Sunday Celebration
                                    WE ARE THE CHURCH:  CALLED TO THE CROSS
                                    9:30 am Gathering and 11:10 am Worship

April 8                            12:15 pm Noontime Service

April 9                            6:30 pm Maundy Thursday

April 12                           Easter Sunday
                                        Sunrise Service (TBA)
                                        8:45 am Worship
                                        11:10 am Worship
                          

ddidd
The Psalms As Tools for Prayer 

“If we wish to develop in the life of faith, to mature our humanity, and 
to glorify God with our entire heart, mind, soul and strength, the Psalms 
are necessary. We cannot bypass the Psalms. They are God’s gift to train
us in prayer that is comprehensive (not patched together from emotional 
fragments scattered around that we chance upon) and honest (not a series 
of more or less sincere verbal poses that we think might please our Lord). 
The Psalms are necessary because they are the prayer masters.….we ap-
prentice ourselves to these masters, acquiring facility in using the tools, by 
which we become more and more ourselves.”                                
                                                     Eugene Peterson

                                                                     Answering God        

Daylight 
Savings Time 

Begins:

Don’t Forget
“Spring Ahead” 

on Sunday, 
March 8th!

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP
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1.  Accepted with joy the following new members:
  Dana, Karen and Claire Chipman by letter from First PC, Brandon, FL.  Claire 
  attends Albemarle High school, her younger brother Kyle attends Jack Jouett and 
  her older sister Meredith is a freshman at the University of Florida.
   Rob and Cindy Garver from First PC, Charlottesville, VA.  They have 2 children, 
   Katie and Russ who both attend private schools in the area.  Katie participates in 
   the youth activities at Meadows.
2.  Pastor Tom thanked the session for the continuing education experience he 
   shared with Dr. Charles Pickell in Princeton earlier in the month.
3.  Nurture committee prepared and sent 21 valentine boxes for college students and  
   6 bags for shut-ins.
4.  Approved the design for a new sign proposed by the Aesthetics Subcommittee 
   after they have done much research and reached agreement.  Sign will be perpen-
   dicular to the street, made of wood with info on both sides, lit in the evenings 
   and will have an under hanging shingle giving worship times.
5.  Approved the use of the fellowship hall for a wedding rehearsal dinner by Kathy 
   Brown, our church cleaning leader.
6. Several committees are looking for new members to participate in their activities.  

Please consider joining one to become more active in serving the work going on 
at Meadows.  Contact any Elder or Tom.

Clerk of the Session,  Bill Stackhouse

Session Highlights February 2009

From the Desk of Danielle Oakes
~ Newsletter Deadline for the April newsletter will be Monday, March 23 and will be assembled 
and mailed on Thursday, March 26th. Please note:  I will not be accepting items for the newsletter 
after the deadline, March 23rd.  

~ Weekly Deadline for the Bulletins will be every Wednesday.  Please note:  I will not be accepting 
items after Wednesdays, this will be a firm deadline.  

~ Items intended for the Newsletter or Bulletin are preferred via email or written.
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Mark Your Calendars

Facilities Committee

The facilities committee will be conducting two work 
days this spring and needs assistance from the con-
gregation.  The first date is March 28, Saturday, from 
9 AM to 12 Noon  and will focus on inside projects in 
preparation for Easter.  The second date will be April 
25, Saturday, from 9 AM to 12 Noon  and will focus 
on light outside work.  The outside projects will be light 
jobs that may involve some trimming, weather strip-
ping, painting and possible some jobs left over from 
the inside.  Supplies will be purchased prior to the 
work day and all that is needed are hand tools, drills, 
bits, gloves, extension cords, and outside work tools.

Morning Prayer is Back!

The surveys are in and Morning Prayer 
is back on a new day at a new time!  
We are now meeting at 7:30 a.m.  on 
Tuesday  in the Sanctuary.  Please 
come join other members of the con-
gregation in prayer each week!

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the saints.”
                              - Ephesians 6:18

MEADOWS PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EX-
PENSES

12/31/09 8.33
Budget January Year to Date Remaining Percent Spent

REVENUE
Pledges, Envelopes $359,426.00 26,753.31 26,753.31 332,672.69 7.44%
Loose Plate 40,000.00 $3,127.93 $3,127.93 $36,872.07 7.82%
Building Use 16,000.00 50.00 50.00 15,950.00 0.31%
Interest Income 10,000.00 291.08 291.08 9,708.92 2.91%
TOTAL REVENUE $425,426.00 30,222.32 30,222.32 395,203.68 7.10%

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH $53,050.00 $94.88 $94.88 $52,955.12 0.18%
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 18,250.00 221.31 221.31 18,028.69 1.21%
WORSHIP 4,150.00 89.89 89.89 4,060.11 2.17%
FELLOWSHIP 3,000.00 35.64 35.64 2,964.36 1.19%
FACILITIES 82,428.00 3,147.06 3,147.06 79,280.94 3.82%
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 19,380.00 706.80 706.80 18,673.20 3.65%
NURTURE MATERIALS 5,970.00 (961.18) (961.18) 6,931.18 -16.10%
NEW MEMBER 1,950.00 0.00 0.00 1,950.00 0.00%
PERSONNEL 287,322.00 24,024.35 24,024.35 263,297.65 8.36%
TOTAL BUDGET $475,500.00 $27,358.75 $27,358.75 $448,141.25 5.75%

TOTAL REVENUE OVER EXPENSES ($50,074.00) $2,863.57 $2,863.57 

From Fellowship:

Our March 29th Family Night Supper will be a contemporary music sing led by the Praise 
Team.

Then back by popular demand is our annual talent show.  Be thinking of what talent you 
can share with the congregation—more to follow!!!

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP
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Mark Your Calendars

Emergency Clean-Up Buckets for PW
The Board of the Meadows Presbyterian Women has decided to contribute 5 Emergency 
Clean-Up Buckets to the project of the regional PW Council.  These buckets, filled with clean-
ing supplies, enable people to begin the overwhelming job of cleaning up after a flood, hurri-
cane, tornado or other disaster.  They will be collected at the Spring Gathering of PW and 
donated to Church World Service to be distributed.  We have already purchased the buck-
ets.  We need the help of ALL women of the Church to purchase the items needed to fill the 
buckets.  Coupons for the necessary items are posted in the Fellowship Hall.  Please take a 
coupon for one of the items and bring the item to the PW Birthday Tea on Saturday, April 
4th when we will fill the buckets.  If you are unable to attend the Tea, please put the do-
nated item in the Emergency Clean-Up Box in the Fellowship Hall.  You may also make a do-
nation to Meadows Presbyterian Women with the designation Emergency Clean-Up Buckets.  
Put donations in the PW mail box in the Church office.  Items needed for each bucket:

�x����������One five-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid , Five scouring pads  Seven sponges, 
assorted sizes One scrub brush, Eighteen cleaning towels (reusable, like Easy 
Wipes®), One 50-78 oz. box dry laundry detergent , One 12 oz. bottle of liquid 
concentrated household cleaner (like Lysol®), One 25 oz. bottle liquid disinfec-
tant dish soap (like Dawn®), Fifty clothespins , Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 
100 ft., Five dust masks , Two pairs latex gloves (like Playtex®), One pair work 
gloves, 24-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags (33-45 gallon), One 6-14 oz. bot-
tle of insect repellent (drops or lotion, not aerosol)

Summer Mission Trip Opportunities 
It is not too early to be planning for the summer.  The following are opportunities which are 
available for your consideration.

�¾��Rebuilding the Gulf Coast. Through the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program the 
rebuilding efforts continue on the Gulf Coast.  Specifically, a Family Week is sched-
uled for Jun 14-20th and a Father/Son Week  for June 21-27th.    Kathy Floyd has re-
ceived information on the above and will be glad to share with you or go to the web-
site www.pcusa.org/pda.

�¾��Southwest Virginia Mission Trip. This is an annual trip sponsored by District One.  
Dates for the trip are July 26th-August 1st.  Last year Russ Grimes and Keith Halford 
participated in this mission opportunity.  If you are interested you may speak with 
one of them about the specifics of the trip.  

�¾��Renoysa, Mexico.  A District One sponsored trip.   As of this writing no details are 
available.  Will share per way of newsletter and bulletin as they become available or 
you may contact Kathy Floyd.
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(The following is a summation of a 
newsletter received)

�¾��The Riamukurwe parish had ap-
pointed a Board of Management 
with their main task to oversee the 
projects at Tumaini, Huruma, Sugar-
baker Memorial Clinic and the pro-
posed Vocational Training Centre.

�¾��The computer training program at 
Tumaini continues to grow and is 
now a part of the vocational training 
program at Nyeri.  The program is 
preparing students to obtain jobs 
and reports that many of them have 
been successful.  The students are 
working on improving the Tumaini 
ministry’s website.

�¾��All children at Tumaini and Huruma 
have been tested for HIV/AIDS.  
Those that tested positive are receiv-
ing special nutritional protocol but 
none are requiring HIV drugs.  The 
admission process will require rou-
tine testing.

�¾��The Sugarbaker Memorial Clinic for 
Children and Families is the 1st com-
munity based clinic of its type.  Plans 
are to open the clinic in January 
2009.  The Sugarbaker Foundation 
and the Medical Benevolence Foun-
dation have funds available for the 
purchase of a 2008 Toyota Land 

Cruiser, fully equipped for emer-
gency transport to Tumutumu Hospi-
tal.

�¾��Through continued support there are 
increased numbers of children in 
higher levels of education of univer-
sities and colleges and private tech-
nical schools as well.  This education 
is viewed as key if children are to 
move to a higher level of independ-
ence.  These efforts are costing the 
Nyeri ministry approximately  
$40,000 per year. 

�¾��The vocational training school pres-
ently under construction will be a 
positive addition for the children at 
Tumaini and the community.   

�¾�� The Nyeri Street Children’s Minis-
tries has realized many accomplish-
ments but continues to face chal-
lenges as well.  The financial chal-
lenges continue to impact the minis-
try especially in light of the world fi-
nancial market.  Foods costs have 
skyrocketed due to increased de-
mand, poor crop yield  and limited 
rainfall.  

The Outreach Foundation seeks to 
raise $50,000 in 2009 for continued 
support of the street Children’s Ministry.  

News from the Outreach Foundation on
Street Children’s Ministries       Nyeri, Kenya

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP
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Dear Meadows,
Thank you so much for the wonderful Valentine’s box.  It was so nice and 
really brightened my week.  Special thanks to Sarah Payne for the beautiful 
Valentine and to all those who took part in putting the boxes together.  Hope 
all is well, Miss you guys!  Love Sarah Burris

a       a     a

From the Heart

To My Meadows Family,
           Unfortunately, in the past I have not been very good at explicitly expressing my ap-
preciation and thanks for your support through the Church’s Scholarship Program.  With 
the ever mounting costs of tuition and books any and all help is always appreciated.
           I can assure you that I have worked diligently in the knowledge of the generosity and 
sacrifice that have allowed me to pursue higher education.
           Yet, Meadows has meant much more to me than financial support.  The emotional 
and spiritual growth I experienced there have provided me with the communal base upon 
which I have been able to pursue my faith.
           As I continue to educate myself and learn about the world around me I am continu-
ously reminded of the glory and love of my Father in Heaven who has provided me with all I 
have and all that I am.  It is with this understanding that I thank my church family for their 
faithful support.  But first and foremost I thank God for his gracious and bountiful blessings 
in my life.  In Christ, Griffin Bonham

With Many Thanks
The Emergency Food Bank: 
Dear Meadows Presbyterian Church:  Since the start of our new fiscal year the EFB provided 
an emergency supply of food to an average of 328 households per month along with provid-
ing food to local non-profit agencies upon request.  Orders for 3 day emergency supply of 
food are at an all time high reaching our daily maximum deliveries several times per week.  
Every day we are contacted by at least one person who is requesting
our help for the first time.  Therefore, we thank you for offering your financial support of 
our work.  Your contribution, along with the efforts of our 100 volunteers, enables us to 
make food assistance available each weekday for Charlottesville and Albemarle County resi-
dents in need.  Thank you for your continued support. 
With sincere regards, Marcia Strieter, Chair
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Meadows-Kenya Partnership
Tumaini Prayer Partner Update
Thank you for your faithfulness in praying for your Prayer Partner at Tumaini. Your love, 
prayers and letters mean more than you know! 

We've heard that some of the older children may begin to have email access (particularly 
"Leavers") thanks to improving internet connections at the center. If you have an older prayer 
partner, you may want to include your email address in your next letter to them, just in case. 

Also, I know some of you have not received a letter from your prayer partners yet, and that it 
can be tough maintaining a one-way conversation through letters. Even if your partner hasn't 
had a chance to write you, don't give up! Your prayers for them mean the most, and anything 
you can share about your life, family and interests will be meaningful to them. Encourage 
them in their faith, studies, friendships and duties around the center. Hopefully, when Marilyn 
Parker is at Tumaini again over the summer, she will be able to facilitate letter-writing from all 
the partners. Thanks again for taking part in this ministry!

A recent letter from an Elder in Riamukurwe Parish ...
“It is good news to learn that you think about us and that you have been praying for us. We too 
in Riamukurwe have been praying for you and especially that our partnership continue to grow 
and we trust that God being on our side, nobody can be against us...

It is true that our country has been affected by drought and many are hungry, but we are trying 
our best to do what we can, though the situation is not good for most families.  Continue praying 
for us.

Eve (Tolley) is here, we had an official opening of the clinic and we are hoping to get funds so that 
we can work on the incomplete projects like the vocational training center and the home for the 
aged. We also have somebody training the Form Four graduates on entrepreneurship.

The children in both Tumaini and Huruma are well.  There are a few changes in the parish; there is 
a new parish minister and Rev. Simon (Kabiru) was transferred to another parish. The new one is 
known as Rev. Samuel Theuri. The office officials were also changed after completion of their 
terms.  Peter Muturi is no longer the clerk to the session but Daniel Wamuya is.

God’s blessings to you and pass my love to the congregation members and especially those from 
your family and those that came here with you.”

Virginia Munyiri
Elder, Riamukurwe Parish (PCEA), and member of the Tumaini Board of Management

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


Women’s Corner
Spring is just around the corner and the Meadows women are 
planning some spring time activities, so get out your calendars 
and reserve the following dates:

On March 21, Meadows women will host a first ever gathering of Area XI Presbyterian 
women.  In addition to Meadows, the churches in Area XI are Blue Ridge, Charlottesville 
First, Gordonsville, Orange, Olivet, Scottsville, South Plains, and Tabor.  There will be a cov-
ered dish luncheon followed by a time of sharing of successes and struggles of the PW’s in 
our area.  Please plan to attend and represent Meadows in full force.  If you have any ques-
tions regarding this event call Linda Powell, Area XI Leader at 977-7357.  Please fill out the 
form at the end of this article and drop it in the offering plate or by the church office by 
March 13 if you plan to attend.

Meadows Women will be holding their annual PW Birthday Tea on Saturday afternoon April 
4.  You will be hearing more about this in the weeks to come.

The Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women of the James will be held on Saturday, May 2 
at Southminster Presbyterian Church in Richmond.  If there is enough interest after the 
Area XI gathering, we may try to rent a van travel as a group to this event.  The Spring 
Gathering is the highlight of the year for PW.  If you have not attended a Spring Gathering 
in the past I think you will find it a very inspiring and informative event.  Look for more infor-
mation in the April newsletter about this.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

I will attend the Area XI gathering at Meadows on March 21.

NAME ___________________________________________
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Christian Outreach

For more than fifty years, Presbyterians have joined with Christians throughout the nation in 
supporting One Great Hour of Sharing, responding to Christ's love for all people by joyfully 
sharing that love with people in need. The refugee and the stranger have found food and safe 
shelter; those stunned by the aftermath of disasters have found relief and help rebuilding; and 
communities seeking to take control of their future have found partners in development. Pres-
byterians' gifts support the work of The Presbyterian Committee for the Self-Development of 
People, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and the Presbyterian Hunger Program. The hundreds 
of millions of dollars Presbyterians have given over the last half century have enabled a power-
ful witness to the love of the One who came that all might have life more abundantly.

36% Presbyterian Hunger Program for ministries working to alleviate hunger and 
eliminate its causes, responding with compassion and justice to poor and hungry 
people in local communities, in the nation, and throughout the world, as well as 
ministries addressing homelessness and affordable housing. 

32% Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for disaster response and ministries 
with refugees.

32% Self-Development of People for partnerships with groups of people who are 
oppressed by poverty or social systems, who want to take charge of their own 
lives, have organized to do something about their own condition, and have de-
cided what they need to do to produce long-term benefits for themselves.

Our offering and the children’s fish bowls for the “One Great Hour of Sharing” will be taken on 
Palm Sunday, April 5th.  Offering envelopes will be available in the Narthex beginning on 
March 29th.  Please be sure to notate on your check “One Great Hour of Sharing”.  Make 
checks payable to Meadows Presbyterian Church.  For more detailed information about the of-
fering please log on to  http://www.pcusa.org/oghs/

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP
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As you all know, we have a great team of youth leaders and Sunday school teachers who in-
vest of the lives of Meadows’ youth and children each week, sharing Christ’s love with them.  
Please keep them in your prayers as they carry out this vital ministry!  

This month I’d like to introduce you to Julia Lemmon, one of our newest members at Mead-
ows!  Julia hails from Dallas, TX (although fortunately she is not a Cowboys fan) and is a Texas 
A&M alum.  When I asked Julia back in the fall if she would pray about being a youth leader with 
us, she jumped in feet first!  She has been a great gift to our youth ministry already and has recently 
begun meeting weekly with a small group of high school girls for Bible Study and prayer.  I asked 
Julia a few questions to get to know her better, and here are her responses –

-    What brought you to Charlottesville?  “I’m in the Pharmacology PhD program at UVA.  In 
short, I study the basic biology behind specific diseases with the future hope to create drugs to 
treat them.”

-    What are your future plans? “Right now, wherever God wants to lead me!  The possibilities 
ahead are either teaching/conducting research at a university or perhaps drug development in 
the pharmaceutical industry.  All I know is that I love what I do, so I trust that God will take 
me where I need to be!”  

-    What impact has being a youth leader had on you so far?  “It is a joy to be a youth leader at 
Meadows because I believe these 6-12th graders have taught me more (without them knowing 
it!) than I could ever possibly teach them.  Plus, I kind of get to be a kid again myself!”

-    What do you like about being a part of Meadows? “What I love most about Meadows is how 
it is truly like a family.  My real family is 1,200 miles away, so it is a joy to have a "family" 
here!  There have been a couple of occasions since my coming to Meadows in September that 
I've teared up thinking about how wonderful that is. Thank you all for being so warm and wel-
coming to me!  I can tell God is at work at Meadows, and I'm blessed to get to be a part of it.”

If you haven’t met Julia yet, please seek her out an introduce yourself.  She is a blessing to our 
church family!

The Deep (Youth Ministry)

Wednesday, March 11th                 Kids Connection, 5:45 – 7:15
- Please note that Kids Connection in April will be on the 15th in-

stead of the 8th (3rd Wed instead of 2nd) due to most 
schools’ spring breaks.

Mon – Fri, June 22nd – 26th          Vacation Bible School!

Christianity Through the Ages Class
To Focus on American Church

        Beginning March 22 the adult Sunday School class Christianity Through the Ages taught by 
Dr. Pickell, which meets in the Conference Room will turn its focus to the American church with special 
emphasis on the influence of Presbyterianism in the making of America. Up to this point the class has been 
tracing the development of Christianity from the Apostolic Age through the Reformation and to 18th

Century in Europe.  The schedule and topics will be:
           
           March 22  Colonial Christianity—Established Churches vs. Voices of Dissent
           March 29  The Great Awakening—Orthodoxy and Revival
           April   19  The American Revolution—“A Presbyterian War”
           April   26  The Second Great Awakening—The Birth of the Bible Belt

May    10   Into All the World—The Missionary Enterprise
           May    17  Later Revivals—Ante Bellum to the Space Age
           May    24   Broken Churches/Broken Nation—Churches, Slavery & the Civil War
           May    31   The Battle for the Bible—Fundamentalists/Evangelicals/Liberals

           If you are interested in knowing more about the way in which Christianity has helped shape Amer-
ica and influenced its political and social development, this is the class for you.  Sessions begin at 9:55 AM.  
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The Water’s Edge (Children’s Ministry)

Sunday, March 8th                       High School Mission Team Meeting, 5:00 p.m.

Fri – Sat, March 27th – 28th          Middle School Boys Overnight!  
           (Girls Overnight later in the Spring)

Fri – Sun, March 27th – 29th        High School Weekend to VA Beach (see Mike for details)

June 14th – 20th                             High School Mission Trip to Jacksonville, FL 

June 28th – July 3rd                       Great Escape Middle School Conference
                                                       Western Carolina University

Confirmation Class!
The Confirmation Class scheduled for this Spring has been postponed until the fall.  Please 
look for more info then!  

Youth & Children’s Ministries

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

