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COME JOIN US FOR 
FIRST SUNDAY CELEBRATION

November 2, 2008

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly love, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience.  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 
may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And 
over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to peace.  And be thankful.”
                                                                  Col 3:12-15

ddidd
We continue in our year of celebration and reflection at the Meadows 
church!  In response to His great goodness to us it is our hope to mark 
this as a year of responding to God’s great, continual calling upon us as his 
people.  Therefore, we will gather on the FIRST SUNDAY of each month 
together for the study of God’s word, the deepening of our fellowship, 
times of refreshment and prayer. 

WE ARE THE CHURCH : CALLED BY GOD TO GRATITUDE
DEDICATION AND REFORMATION SUNDAY

MORNING SCHEDULE

9:30 am       GATHERING with a light breakfast provided 

9:50 am       Children dismissed to their Sunday School classes
                TEACHING for adults in the Fellowship Hall
        
        “Return to the Sources!”                               Reverend McConnell
        “Remember the ‘Solas’”                                 Stephen Hitchcock

11:10 am        WORSHIP and Dedication of Pledges

Daylight Savings Time:
Don’t Forget to turn 
you clocks back this 
Sunday morning 
Nov. 2nd

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP
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1.  Accepted with JOY into membership at Meadows:
   ·       Steve and Lisa Harris by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian Church,

       Charlottesville, VA.
   ·       Sally Pickell by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian Church, 
          Charlottesville, VA.  Sally is married to Reverend Charles Pickell.
   ·       Jim and Nina Johnston by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian Church, 

       Red Bank, New Jersey.

2.  Staff evaluations are taking place during the next 2 weeks.  Provide any inputs you 
   may have as a member of the congregation to Tom or Dave Dierolf.

3.  Tom reported to session that he has been participating in POJ work as follows:
   -  Presbytery of the James Administrative Task Force
   -  POJ Discernment Task Force, usually by phone discussion, in which Communica-
      tion, Mission and Connectionalism are the main points.

4. Carson Rhyne update POJ in the October meeting about the upcoming vote on 
   legislation proposed by the General Assembly, which met in the summer of 2008.  
   One of those issues has to do with Ordination Standards.  The session discussed the 
   ordination standards at some length over two meetings in preparation for the 
   February 2009 vote. 

5.  Job descriptions for Parish Associate were discussed concerning:
   -  Tim McConnell, currently approved by POJ
   -  Charles Pickell, we must provide request to POJ Committee on the Ministry for 
      approval.
   Funding will be subject to 2009 budget issues and action taken as part of the 
   budget discussions before year end.

6.  First submittal of roll up of the 2009 was discussed at a high level.  Much excellent 
   work done by the committees allowed the session to review at a general level.  2009 
   budget may be similar in size to 2008 due to 2008 deficient spending to reduce 
   reserve and current economic conditions

Clerk of the Session,  Bill Stackhouse

Session Highlights October 2008
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It’s Not Too Late
We are grateful to all who will be 
turning in their stewardship pledges 
on November 2. If you have not 
turned in your pledge, it’s not too 
late. Pledges can be mailed to the 
church’s financial secretary, Betty 
Hicks, or turned in to the church 
office. Session will consider the 
church’s 2009 budget on November 
17 and your pledges guide that plan-
ning process. 

MEADOWS PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EX-
PENSES

09/30/08 
Budget September Year to Date Remaining Percent Spent

REVENUE
Pledges, Envelopes $376,678.00 27,782.10 324,172.94 52,505.06 86.06%
Loose Plate 40,000.00 $3,233.60 $26,533.88 $13,466.12 66.33%
Building Use 16,000.00 90.00 7,145.00 8,855.00 44.66%
Interest Income 10,000.00 825.13 7,464.57 2,535.43 74.65%
TOTAL REVENUE $442,678.00 31,930.83 365,316.39 77,361.61 82.52%

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH $62,050.00 $3,503.95 $44,721.76 $17,328.24 72.07%
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 19,650.00 (188.29) 14,375.72 5,274.28 73.16%
WORSHIP 5,750.00 300.00 3,053.01 2,696.99 53.10%
FELLOWSHIP 2,400.00 291.66 2,254.36 145.64 93.93%
FACILITIES 106,716.00 5,370.24 99,263.09 7,452.91 93.02%
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 18,550.00 1,428.06 13,265.76 5,284.24 71.51%
NURTURE MATERIALS 8,500.00 1,542.00 7,637.74 862.26 89.86%
NEW MEMBER 2,150.00 (65.19) 951.12 1,198.88 44.24%
PERSONNEL 281,034.00 23,719.88 208,600.11 72,433.89 74.23%
TOTAL BUDGET $506,800.00 $35,902.31 $394,122.67 $112,677.33 77.77%

TOTAL REVENUE OVER EXPENSES ($64,122.00) ($3,971.48) ($28,806.28)
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Meadows Family 
Thanksgiving Dinner

It’s that time of year again!  Time to plan for the annual Meadows Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner to be held on November 23rd.  As part of our Thanksgiving Dinner 
Celebration there will be a time for giving thanks for all our blessings 
(including a few moments of appreciation for our Pastor.)  The Service will be-
gin at 4:45 pm in the sanctuary followed by dinner at 5:30 pm.  So “Come Ye 
Thankful People, Come” and include this special time in your holiday schedule 
to show your gratitude to the Lord.  

We are in need of 7 people to provide turkey, dressing and gravy.  We 
also are looking for two people to prepare hams.  If you are willing to pre-
pare ham or turkey please contact Kaki Payne  245-0323.   Please fill out 
the reservation form below and return it to the church office or drop in the 

offering plate by November 16.

Meadows Church family, friends and visitors
are invited and asked to bring some delicious food to share 

in the spirit of Thanksgiving.

Please bring the following 
if your last name begins with:

A-M potato dish, stuffing or vegetable 
M-Z salad or dessert

(Plan to serve 12)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Detach and place in offering plate or return to church office

Name____________________________

Number attending _______

Notes From Fellowship
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The 100-Shoebox Challenge!

Bring your gift-filled box in by Nov. 16th

Operation Christmas Child brings joy and 
hope to children in desperate situations 
around the world by delivering gift-filled 
shoeboxes and the Good News of God’s 
love. YOU can give hope to a child this 
Christmas by filling a shoebox with simple 
gifts and bringing it to church by 
November 16th. 

Help Meadows meet our goal of giving 
more than 100 shoeboxes! You can decide 
whether your gift will be for a boy or a 
girl, and the child’s age category: 2-4, 5-9 
or 10-14. See the display in Fellowship Hall 
for brochures and complete packing in-
structions. 

Some gift ideas...
TOYS:  small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed ani-
mals, jump rope, small Etch-A-Sketch, ka-
zoos, harmonicas

SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  pens, pencils and sharp-
ener, crayons or markers, writing
pad or paper, coloring books

PLASTIC SHOEBOX: Consider buying an inex-
pensive plastic shoebox to pack your items 
in; they last longer and are useful for the 
child's whole family. 

HYGIENE ITEMS:  toothbrush, toothpaste, 
mild bar soap (in plastic bag),
comb, washcloth, etc.

OTHER:  hard candy and lollipops (double 
bag all candy), mint, gum, T-shirts, socks, 
ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, 
watches, flashlights (with extra batteries)

A PERSONAL N OTE:  In a separate envelope, 
you may enclose a note to the child and a 
photo of yourself or your family. (If you 
include your name and address the child 
may write back).

Don't forget to pray for the child you're 
giving to! 

Thank you! Please contact Abigail McCon-
nell or Sudie Althisar for more information.

Operation Christmas Child

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP
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Tom, Mike, and Meadows friends,
Thank you for your ongoing participation in prepar-
ing me to be a leader in my community.  Your schol-
arship and prayers have definitely been beneficial to 
my time in Atlanta this semester.  School is pro-
gressing and I will be graduating in May!  It’s an ex-
citing time in life, for sure, but also a time of uncer-
tainty.  I would appreciate your continued support as 
I make a decision concerning how I can best use my 
skills to serve the community at-large.  Josh Taylor

From the Heart

Dear Friends at Meadows,
        Thank you for the retirement card. All the little notes made it very special.  Thank you very 
much for all the prayer and financial support you have given me since I have been with Wycliffe. You 
have been more encouraging than you will ever know.  I am really excited about the $500 you are 
sending for uniforms for the dear girls in Ghana. What a blessing this will be to them!  My brother 
Tom is doing great. He is traveling as much as he can. I think he is thoroughly enjoying his retirement. 
He is in Conway, SC, that is just north of Myrtle Beach. He is about a 2-hour drive from me. It is good 
to have him near so I can call on him for help between his trips.
Love,
Vivian Matthews, 1000 Wesley Pines Road #198, Lumberton, NC  28358  PH: 910-272-7406

 a       a     a

With Many Thanks

Dear Meadows,
            Peck and I want to thank all of you who 
prayed for us as we faced my surgery on my back.  
            The many cards, calls and visits touched 
us deeply and we felt so uplifted by the prayers.  
            I got along well and now need prayers for 
patience as recovery will take time and I feel so 
well I have trouble taking it slowly.  
            We are ever grateful for our Meadows 
family.                 In Christ’s Love, Anne Whitcomb

Alliance for Interfaith Ministries:
Dear Meadows,  Given these difficult economic times, it will come as no surprise to you 
that we have seen an increased number of applicants for assistance over the summer and 
early fall.  There is no one particular type of assistance being sought—just people who are 
struggling to make ends meet.  These are people who have generally been living from pay-
check to paycheck, but an emergency has come up that is preventing them from keeping up 
with their expenses.  We will soon be seeing people who are requesting help for the deliv-
ery of heating oil, propane, kerosene, etc.  Many of them can receive help via Energy Share 
funds from Dominion Virginia Power, but the minimum delivery could cost up to $150 more 
than allowed from those funds.  AIM will do its best to make up that difference whenever 
possible.  We appreciate your confidence in us and the part your congregation plays in our 
efforts to prevent homelessness and work to stabilize families in the Charlottesville/
Albemarle County area.  Sincerely, Drene DeGood, Director

From the Desk of Danielle Oakes
~If you are in search of an item you have missing, take a look in our Lost and Found box.  The Lost and 
Found Box is located in the office underneath the end table next to the couch.  Your missing item 
might be there!!!
~ Newsletter Deadline for the December newsletter will be Monday, November 17th and will be assem-
bled and mailed on Thursday, November 20th. Please note:  I will not be accepting items for the newslet-
ter after the deadline, Nov. 17th. 

~ Weekly Deadline for the Bulletins will be every Wednesday.  Please note:  I will not be accepting items 
after Wednesdays, this will be a firm deadline.  

~ Items intended for the Newsletter or Bulletin are preferred via email or written.

Crop Walk Success!!
The Crop walkers were blessed with a beautiful day as we 
wound our way through downtown Charlottesville and the uni-
versity area! We were also blessed to have an enthusiastic 
bunch of walkers! Those who walked representing our church 
include: Jeremy Greller, Katie White, Claire Zillmer, Kathy 
Floyd, Mike and Carol Atchison, Doug and Drene DeGood, Hal 
Lippard, Amanda Haney, Carson Joyce, Bradley Joyce, Will 
Joyce, and me (Julie Joyce).

We don’t have a total yet of monies collected at Meadows for the walk, but I’ll get 
that out as soon as that total is in. If you pledged to support a walker and have not 
given them your money, please do so by the end of October. 
       As many of you know, 25% of all money raised in support of the Crop Walk in 
this area, goes to support the Emergency Food Bank and Meals on Wheels . The remain-
der of monies raised goes to support hunger relief throughout the world and is distrib-
uted by Church World Service.
       When you see any of our walkers, please give them a pat on the back for a job 
well done and consider joining us next year! A round of applause goes to each of you 
who supported our efforts either in prayer or in monetary support. We are God’s peo-
ple doing his work and are grateful for the chance to serve.
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Christian Outreach News
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Women’s Corner
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry got off to a good start with an 
organizational meeting on October 15.  Sudie Althisar 
distributed a handout with instructions and also the history 
of this ministry, which included these inspiring 
words:  "Shawls. . . made for centuries universal and embracing, symbolic of an inclusive, 
unconditionally loving, God.  They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace, mother, hug, 
shelter, and beatify.  Those who have received these shawls have been uplifted and af-
firmed, as if given wings to fly above their troubles."
    
     We will meet on the second Wednesday on each month from 10:00 to 11:30 a. m. in 
the Dogwood Room.  If you have questions or need instructions,  get in touch with
Sudie Althisar, 245-1674, or Mary Alice Green, 971-1453

     Circle Saturday, November 15, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on your calendar for our Fall 
Gathering.  Bring scissors, your glasses (if you need them for close work), and a happy 
heart as we create Christmas decorations for our homes or for gifts.  Julie Joyce (our 
Scattegories game-master) will guide us in this project.  This is a good opportunity for 
new members to be welcomed into our inclusive, caring community of women at Meadows.

     We will collect the PW Thank Offering at this meeting and also at our November circle 
meetings.  This offering will support 28 entities throughout our country chosen by PW 
each year.  In Virginia, the Beulah House "Gifted Care" Program in Dublin will receive 

$9.420 to provide nursing care for people who are terminally ill 
and lack the resources to receive other care.

     As your new moderator, I welcome your suggestions for fu-
ture activities.

Yours in Christ,  Mary Alice Green

Page 8 Meadows Messenger Vo lume 2 ,  I ssue  7 Page 5Meadows Messenger Vo lume 2 ,  I ssue  7

Emergency Food Bank Celebrating 35 Years

Emergency Food Bank (EFB) celebrating 35 
Years of service —– and it all began here at 
Meadows Church.  The following article, not-
ing its beginning, is from our Newsletter of 
March 1973:

)The Newsletter, March 1973
“For when I was hungry you gave me food; when 
thirsty you gave me drink…” Matthew 25:35.
     There are hungry people in Charlottesville.  Of-
ten we are so far removed from situations of need 
that we forget needs do exist.  However, inquires to 
churches, the Nutrition Committee, HELP organi-
zation and the Welfare Department have made us 
acutely aware that there is a real need in the com-
munity for emergency food supplies.  To meet this 
need, the Emergency Food Bank has been organ-
ized.  This is a community project with other 
churches and organizations.  
    The Bank is located at Meadows in the furnace 
room and St. Paul’s has promised additional space 
when needed.  The Bridge is the answering service 
and is a vital participant of the Bank.  A roster of 
volunteers from the community has been given to 
the Bridge. They will contact the person on call 
when a request for food is received.  The volunteer 
will then withdraw the kinds and amounts of food 
recommended by the Nutrition Committee and de-
liver it to the family.  Requests for assistance from 
the same family will be honored twice yearly.  
Should a third request be received, the situation will 
be referred to the Nutrition Committee for investi-
gation and approval or denial.  
     The Bank will be stocked primarily from two 
sources:  (1) annual food solicitations in the commu-
nity through “Love Day” and (2) monthly donations 
from organizations and churches involved.  Cash do-
nations may be sent to Emergency Food Bank at the 
church.

     Betty Hermansdorfer has agreed to serve as 
Chairman of the Food Bank. Bob Cooper will be 
Treasurer.  Other officers are still to be named.  
Temporary officers working on the organization of 
the Bank have been:  San Robertson, Chairman; Joan 
Johnson, Assistant Chairman; Celia Branch, Secre-
tary; Bruce Winfield, Treasurer;  and Nell Finger 
(HELP), Publicity Chairman.  
     Prayerfully consider making a donation of time 
or food to make this undertaking successful.  Celia 
Branch Chairman, Service Committee.)

Many Meadows folks have been, and still are in-
volved in the EFB through the years.  The Bank 
has always been located in our building and in the 
beginning and for several years afterward was 
housed in our boiler room.  When the new addi-
tion was added, provision was made for the Bank’s 
very own storeroom opening onto the parking lot 
for convenient access.  
The EFB is an all-volunteer organization and re-
ceives no government funding.  It relies on the 
support of area churches, schools, businesses, civic 
groups and individuals.  It operates smoothly and 
efficiently because the plan is simple:  Food that is 
donated or purchased with contributions is given 
directly to any Charlottesville/Albemarle Co. resi-
dent needing assistance the day they request it.  
They may call the EFB directly or be referred by a 
local Social Service agency.  A group of over 100 
volunteers acquires the food, stocks the shelves, 
takes orders by phone, fills orders and delivers 
them daily to distribution sites.  EFB records indi-
cate that in 1973, the year it was founded, 440 de-
liveries, feeding 1782 people were made.  The 
2007-2008 year there have been 3981 deliveries 
feeding 13,324 people.
Join the celebration of 35 years of this valuable 
service to our community.  Volunteer opportuni-
ties to help with this service are available:  office, 
distributions, bagging, driver and shelving.  Please 
call 979-9180 if you would like to volunteer, do-
nate food, contribute funds or request a food or-
der.
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Youth & Children’s Ministries
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We are just coming off of a busy October, culminating with the Huge Fall Retreat for mid-
dle school and high school students.  Thirty three students and eight leaders spent the 
weekend at Camp Hanover from Oct 17-19 playing games, being in skits, and hearing about 
God’s great love for us through shown through his son Jesus Christ.  Please continue to pray 
for the continued spiritual growth of our youth and children, that they would “become ma-
ture, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” (Eph 4:13)

Here are this months schedule of events -

The Deep(Youth Ministry)

Nov 2nd         Sun               6:30 – 8:00   Youth Group                      

Nov 9th          Sun               6:30 – 8:00   Youth Group 
                                                                  (Op. Christmas Child Shopping, bring $10)  

Nov 16th        Sun               6:30 – 8:00   Youth Group 

Nov 23rd        Sun                                     Thanksgiving supper at Meadows 
(no youth group)

Nov 30th        Sun                                     No Youth Group for Thanksgiving holiday

The Water’s Edge (Children’s Ministry)

Nov 12th        Wed             5:45 – 7:15    Kids Connection
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The Children’s Thanksgiving Offering
“Let the children come to me, do not stop them,

because the kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 10:14

Tucking children safely into bed at night may not make headline news, but it’s very important to the 
many children who have been removed from the crossfire within their own homes.  They find safety in 
the arms of caring and competent professionals that provide the emotional, educational and spiritual 
support they and their families so urgently need.  Your gift to the Children’s Thanksgiving Offering 
will touch the lives of these children.

The Children’s Thanksgiving Offering 
will be collected on November 23rd, 

there will be envelopes in the bulletin on Nov. 23rd

and envelopes in the fellowship hall beginning November 16th.

The offering benefits the following:  
Edmarc Hospice for Children -  www.edmarc.org
Edmarc Hospice for Children in Portsmouth has cared for children with life threaten-
ing illnesses and their families since 1978.  More than 700 families from Virginia 

Beach to Yorktown have received support from Edmarc Hospice for Children, and currently 
over 200 families are receiving customized and comprehensive bereavement care.

Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands  http://pchh.org
Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands provides a restorative ministry in a 
Christian environment to abused and neglected children.  Focusing on the Appala-
chian region and serving children from across the state, approximately 100 boys and 

girls receive services annually from this ministry.  The Home accomplishes its mission, “Giving 
Children Hope and Purpose for the Furture,” through a variety of programs.

Presbyterian Homes & Family Services  www.phfs.org
Since 1903, Presbyterian Homes & Family Services has promoted dignity and developed the po-
tential of individuals, families and the communities they serve. 

Volunteer Emergency Families for Children  www.vefc.org
VEFC recruits, trains, support and maintains volunteer families of faith who provide 
short-term shelter care to abused, neglected, runaway, homeless and at-risk children 
and youth ages birth through 17.  Children and youth who stay with a VEFC host 

family are given the opportunity to experience a nurturing home setting where they feel safe, 
loved and cared for—many times for the very first time.

Thank you for making a difference for the children in our community.

Outreach
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