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WE ARE THE CHURCH : Time and Talent
NOVEMBER 1, 2009

MORNING SCHEDULE
9:30 am         The GATHERING: all ages in the Fellowship Hall 
Join us for breakfast at 9:30 and then a time of fellowship and learning start-
ing at 10.  We will spend some time exploring spiritual gifts and then you’ll be 
given the opportunity to wander through the time and talent fair.  You will 
learn how the various committees at Meadows are organized, what they are 
focused on today and hopefully, discover new ways where you can put your 
time and talents to work.

10:00 am       Children dismissed to their Sunday School classes
                      Time & Talent Fair for adults in the Fellowship Hall

11:10               WORSHIP - Scripture: 1 John 3:17
                      Sermon: "Never Underestimate the Difference You Can Make"
                                                                                        Elder Dave Dierolf

Stewardship Dedication Sunday
November 8, 2009

During the worship service on Sunday, November 8, you will have an opportu-
nity to pledge your support for Meadows during 2010.  Pledge cards and a 
time and talent survey will be mailed out early in November.  Your pledges help 
the session plan for the coming year.  Meadows has been blessed with an won-
derful staff that we need to care for.  Our facility is in great shape and we 
should keep it that way.  Our call to serve others through outreach is ever pre-
sent and we want to do more.  All of these things take money and the time 
and talents of our members.  

           The first two Sundays of November will wrap up another stewardship 
season at Meadows.  We hope you have been reflecting on the many blessing in 
your life with gratitude to God who is the giver of all gifts.  Stewardship, the 
sharing of our financial resources as well as our time and talents, should al-
ways flow out of gratitude.  We are not trying to earn God’s good favor; he has 
already given it to us, 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

Stewardship is a way we can respond to the amazing grace God has already 
given us.  Continue to pray. Ask for understanding of His call on your life. Ask 
how He wants you to use the gifts he has given to you, and then make a com-
mitment and step out with faith that the Lord is with you. 

I urge you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies 
of God, to present your 

bodies as a living and 
holy sacrifice, acceptable 

to God which is your 
spiritual service of wor-
ship… … …And since 

we have gifts that differ 
according to the grace 

given to us, let each ex-
ercise then accordingly.  

Romans 12:1,6
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1.  Received a report from Camp Hanover listing statistics of numbers of campers, 
  counselors, etc and thanking us for praying for them.
2.  Completed a review of the active members roll.
3.  Heard a report about the Confirmation class (contains 13 confirmands) and set a 
   date of November 29 for their examination by the session and membership 
   approval.
4.  The New Officer collaborative training class being hosted at Meadows includes 
   Elders in Training from several District 1 churches and has over 20 participants.
5.  Approved a series of four Advent services on Dec. 2,9,16 and 23 at 6:30P.M.  
   There will be bible teaching and Tara will provide music.
6.  Approved convening  of a search committee for another nursery attendant.  
   Search committee will consist of Jerry Carpenter, Diane Burris, Robin Jones and at 
   large members (one or two).
7.  Approved Vail Weiglein as a volunteer Youth Leader.  Approved Chris Stein as 
   Intern Youth Leader.
8.  Picture taking activity was high on 10/18 with 47 pictures being taken.  Members 
   and non-members should be sure to have their picture taken for the directory.
9.  Approved sending $500 to New Home-New Life ministry.
10. Dave  Dierolf provided an estimate of total revenue for Meadows by year end 
   and a projection of a 2010 budget limit.  Committees are working on their 
   budgets for 2010 and this will be reviewed in detail at the November meeting.
11.  During the October 17 POJ meeting, Stephen Hitchcock was unanimously ap
   proved to move to the Candidacy phase.  Kudos to Stephen for the hard work 
   associated with this step towards Ordination in the Presbytery of the James.
12. Heard a report about recommended reorganization of the Presbytery of the 
   James.  This will be discussed further in the February POJ meeting.  The objective 
   is more passionately active participation of the various committees.

Clerk of the Session,  Bill Stackhouse

Session Highlights October 2009
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Mark Your Calendars

~Advent Vespers~
Please plan to join us in December as we gather together as one body 

for worship and reflection through Advent Vespers services on 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm.  Services will take place in the sanctuary on 

December 2, 9, 16 and 23rd. 

MEADOWS PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EX-
PENSES
For the Year 2009 75.00%

Budget September Year to Date Remaining Percent Spent
REVENUE
Pledges, Envelopes $359,426.00 31,266.36 287,804.29 71,621.71 80.07%
Loose Plate 40,000.00 $5,876.80 $41,860.44 ($1,860.44) 104.65%
Building Use 16,000.00 50.00 11,155.00 4,845.00 69.72%
Interest Income 10,000.00 650.85 6,476.51 3,523.49 64.77%
TOTAL REVENUE $425,426.00 37,844.01 347,296.24 78,129.76 81.63%

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH $53,050.00 $7,320.00 $44,479.36 $8,570.64 83.84%
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 18,250.00 466.80 9,514.20 8,735.80 52.13%
WORSHIP 4,150.00 240.00 2,297.66 1,852.34 55.37%
FELLOWSHIP 3,000.00 279.43 1,286.68 1,713.32 42.89%
FACILITIES 82,428.00 6,298.58 50,693.23 31,734.77 61.50%
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 19,380.00 4,691.56 15,857.17 3,522.83 81.82%
NURTURE MATERIALS 5,970.00 97.86 2,805.77 3,164.23 47.00%
NEW MEMBER 1,950.00 193.18 792.11 1,157.89 40.62%
PERSONNEL 287,322.00 23,217.30 216,871.87 70,450.13 75.48%
TOTAL BUDGET $475,500.00 $42,804.71 $344,598.05 $130,901.95 72.47%

TOTAL REVENUE OVER EXPENSES ($50,074.00) ($4,960.70) $2,698.19 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
Living as Called – taught by Dr. Timothy McConnell in Room 8, downstairs.  This course 
is an exploration in the doctrine of vocation--that God calls us both to salvation and to 
service.  God calls us into being, calls us into redemption and then calls us into His ser-
vice.  We live most fully and most fruitfully when we live as called by God.  The Christian 
notion of vocation is a search for the place where God's designs, the world’s needs, and 
our deepest longings for fulfillment intersect.  What then are God's designs for me?  
Why should I expect God to care about what I want?  Why should I expect to lead a ful-
filled and happy life?  This course runs from October 25th to December 20th.

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


Page 10Meadows Messenger Volume 2,  I ssue 7

Mark Your Calendars

Meadows Family 
Thanksgiving Dinner

November 22, 2009 at 5:00 pm

As part of our Thanksgiving Dinner Celebration there will be a time for giv-
ing thanks for all our blessings  The Service will begin at 5:00 pm in the 
sanctuary followed by dinner at 5:30 pm.  So “Come Ye Thankful People, 
Come” and include this special time in your holiday schedule to show your 
gratitude to the Lord.  

We are in need of 7 people to provide turkey and gravy.  We also are look-
ing for 2 people to prepare hams.  If you are willing to prepare ham or tur-

key please contact Kaki Payne  245-0323.   Please fill out the reservation 
form below and return it to the church office or drop in the offering plate 

by November 15.
*remember to keep food stored at an appropriate temperature �-

Meadows Church family, friends and visitors
are invited and asked to bring some delicious food to share 

in the spirit of Thanksgiving.

Please bring the following 
if your last name begins with:

A-M potato dish, stuffing or vegetable 
N-Z salad or dessert

(Plan to serve 12)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Detach and place in offering plate or return to church office

Name____________________________

Number attending _______
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Notes from the 
Alliance for Interfaith Ministries 

(AIM)

The recent benefit concert for AIM was a 
great success!  Thanks to all of the congre-
gations who came with a musical presenta-
tion and thanks as well to those who came 
to be a part of the audience!  Nine different 
groups performed with a variety of presen-
tations:  vocal and instrumental solos and 
duets, quartets, singing choirs, and a bell 
choir.   

There are 2 more opportunities to support 
AIM in what remains of 2009.  A pancake 
and sausage breakfast is scheduled for 
Sat. Nov. 21 at the Applebee’s on 29N
from 7:30-9:30 a.m.  Cost is $5 and all the 
money goes to AIM.  Come for a delicious 
breakfast with your friends and support a 
good cause at the same time!

During the month of November, state em-
ployees have an opportunity to contribute 
to AIM via a pre-tax payroll deduction 
with the CVC Campaign.  Designate your 
funds to the AIM CVC code: 3966.  

With the difficult state of the current econ-
omy, AIM continues to serve family after 
family who are struggling to keep up with 
their rent and utilities when their income 
has been reduced or lost.   Your support is 
appreciated for this outreach to the local 
community.

Operat ion Christmas Child:
Little box, BIG Gift!

Meadows will be collect-
ing shoeboxes filled with 
gifts to donate to  Op-
erat ion Christmas Child, 
a ministry of Samaritan's 
Purse. Every year, the 

program delivers MIILLIONS of 
wrapped gift-f illed shoeboxes to poor 
children worldwide.  Best of all, each 
box you pack is one  more child who 
will learn about the life-saving Good 
News of Jesus  Christ.

Last year, Meadows members donated 
101 boxes and we'd like to beat our re-
cord! Check out the display in Fellow-
ship Hall, pick up a brochure  (which 
has detailed instruct ions) and drop off 
your gifts NO LATER  THAN SUNDAY 
NOV, 15.

TRACK YOUR BOX!  Cool new twist this 
year:  If you donate your  shipping costs 
online, instead of including a check in 
your box, you  can track your box and 
see where in the world it ends up!

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


From the Desk of Danielle Oakes
~ Newsletter Deadline for the December newsletter will be Monday, November 16th and will be assembled and 
mailed on Thursday, November 19th at 1:30 PM . Please note:  I will not be accepting items for the newsletter after 
the deadline, November 19th.

~ Weekly Deadline for the Bulletins will be every Wednesday.  Please note:  I will not be accepting items after 
Wednesdays, this will be a firm deadline.  

~ Items intended for the Newsletter or Bulletin are preferred via email or written.
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Stephen Ministry Care Receiver:  Circumstances in life can sometimes leave us 
with certain struggles or grief that can be too great to try and get through on 
our own.  Through recent events in my life, I found myself in just such a situa-
tion.  That is when I found about Stephen Ministry at Meadows.  It isn’t always 
easy to go to family or a friend about ongoing issues so to have an outside per-
son with a Christian perspective to meet, talk and pray with has been ex-
tremely beneficial.  My Stephen minister is someone I can talk too about any-
thing and it is completely confidential.  It is a comfort to have someone that 
listens and cares about what is going on in my life.  My relationship with my 
Stephen Minister continues to be a blessing and I am so thankful for the ex-
perience that this Ministry has offered to me.      

     It was heartwarming to feel the response of Meadows congregation when my 
sister Betty Himes recently became ill and passed away in Harrisburg, Pa.  Your 
thoughts, prayers, calls and cards provided support for me during this sad time.  
The many kind expressions of sympathy are forever in my memory bank and have 
been shared with our family.  We are thankful for her presence in our life and 
especially grateful to each to you for being a blessing to us in time of need.  
                                              God Bless.  Kitty Pettit

From the Heart
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The Children’s Thanksgiving Offering
“Let the children come to me, do not stop them,

because the kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 10:14

Tucking children safely into bed at night may not make headline news, but it’s very important 
to the many children who have been removed from the crossfire within their own homes.  
They find safety in the arms of caring and competent professionals that provide the emotional, 
educational and spiritual support they and their families so urgently need.  Your gift to the 
Children’s Thanksgiving Offering will touch the lives of these children.

The Children’s Thanksgiving Offering 
will be collected on November 22nd 

there will be envelopes in the bulletin on Nov. 22nd 
and envelopes in the fellowship hall beginning November 15th.

The offering benefits the following:  
Edmarc Hospice for Children -  www.edmarc.org
Edmarc Hospice for Children in Portsmouth has cared for children with life threat-
ening illnesses and their families since 1978.  More than 700 families from Virginia 
Beach to Yorktown have received support from Edmarc Hospice for Children, and 

currently over 200 families are receiving customized and comprehensive bereavement care.

Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands  http://pchh.org
Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands provides a restorative ministry in a 
Christian environment to abused and neglected children.  Focusing on the Appala-
chian region and serving children from across the state, approximately 100 boys and 

girls receive services annually from this ministry.  The Home accomplishes its mission, “Giving 
Children Hope and Purpose for the Furture,” through a variety of programs.

Presbyterian Homes & Family Services  www.phfs.org
Since 1903, Presbyterian Homes & Family Services has promoted dignity and devel-
oped the potential of individuals, families and the communities they serve. 

Volunteer Emergency Families for Children  www.vefc.org
VEFC recruits, trains, support and maintains volunteer families of faith who provide short-term 
shelter care to abused, neglected, runaway, homeless and at-risk children and youth ages birth 
through 17.  Children and youth who stay with a VEFC host family are given the opportunity 
to experience a nurturing home setting where they feel safe, loved and cared for—many times 
for the very first time.

Thank you for making a difference for the children in our community.

Mark Your Calendars
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MEADOWS PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S 

FALL GATHERING

Circle Saturday, November 14, from 2 to 4 p.m. on your calendar for our Fall Gather-
ing.  Bring scissors, your glasses (if you need them for close work), and a happy heart 
as we create Christmas decorations for our homes or for gifts.  Julie Joyce (our Scat-
tegories game-master) will guide us in this project.  This is a good opportunity for new 
members to be welcomed into our inclusive, caring community of women at Meadows. 
Deadline November 9

We will collect the PW Thank Offering at this meeting and also at our November circle 
meetings.  This offering will support 28 entities throughout our country chosen by PW 
each year.

In addition to the Thank Offering, we are asking for contributions to the Shelter for 
Help in Emergencies.  A list of needed items is attached to the SHE box in the Narthex 
or Fellowship Hall.

In order to have an adequate supply of craft materials, we need an approximate count 
of those who plan to attend.  Please fill out the form below and place it in the offering 
plate or in the PW box in the office.  You may also call Mary Alice Green, Moderator, 
at 971-1453 and leave a message.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NAME_____________________________________________         PHONE__________________

_________  I plan to attend the Fall Gathering on November 14.

_________  I will bring ________ guest(s).
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grams, including our on-campus 
school, are designed to show our chil-
dren a new way to approach their lives 
and provide the opportunities that give 
them a chance to practice what we 
teach. This allows us to make our mis-
sion, “giving children hope and pur-
pose for the future”, a reality.  Thanks 
again for your support of the Presbyte-
rian Children’s Home of the Highlands.  
May God’s blessings be with you al-
ways.  Your love and devotion to our 
children is helping us build a bridge to 
a successful future, and we are very 
grateful. God Bless You!  With hope, 
Billy Rice, Executive Director

Habitat for Humanity:  Thank you for 
your generous gift.  We are grateful for 
your continued support.  As we have 
asked, your donation will be used for 
the District 1 Presbyterian House.  Our 
community has recognized affordable 
housing as one of our most critical 
needs.  Through your generosity Habi-
tat is able to partner with low income 
families to help them achieve the 
dream of home ownership.  At Habitat, 
we have developed a three stage plan 
to respond to the affordable housing 
needs of Greater Charlottesville.  Our 
Nunley Street development in Fifeville 
is underway; Sunrise, in Belmont, is up-
coming; and Southwood, just a mile 
south of town, will allow us to build 
hundreds of affordable homes. We look 
forward to our continued partnership as 
we respond to the housing needs of our 
community.  We can’t wait to start an-
other District 1 Presbyterian House.
Sincerely yours, Daniel Rosenweig,     
Executive Director

AIM:  Dear Meadows, On behalf of the Board of Di-
rectors of AIM, I want to thank you very much for 
the gift that was given from the Meadows Presbyte-
rian Church to the Alliance for Interfaith Ministries.  
Many local people continue to struggle to keep up 
with their household finances during these difficult 
economic times.  The needs are numerous:  eye ex-
ams and eyeglasses, medical prescriptions, work 
supplies (I.e. uniforms and work boots), car repairs 
as well as rent and utilities.  People who have never 
asked for assistance before are showing up—
desperate for a little help to get them through until 
they can find a new job or until their work hours 
(hopefully) increase.  We appreciate your confi-
dence in us and we hope you realize how important 
your continued strong support is for helping us 
work to stabilize families in the Charlottesville/
Albemarle County area.  We will use your money 
wisely.  Sincerely, Drene DeGood, Director 

Presbyterian Children’s Home of the High-
lands:  Dear Friends, thank you for your 
support of the Presbyterian Children’s 
Home of the Highlands.  Your gift helps to 
ensure that our children get the care and 
attention they desperately need.  One of 
my favorite events I the first day of the 
new school year.  Even the children who 
profess to hate school get caught up in the 
excitement and promise of the new year.  
Our job is to make sure we build on this 
fresh start and convince our children that 
they can put the mistakes and misfortunes 
of their past behind them.  This is true not 
only of school, but of their daily lives as 
well.  We are constantly teaching our chil-
dren new ways to approach their lives and 
giving them opportunities to put what 
they learn to the test.  We can never erase 
their past, but we can show our children 
how to get beyond it and be there to help 
as they find their way.  All of our pro-

With Many Thanks
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Youth & Children’s Ministries
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“But what about you?” Jesus asked.  “Who do you say that I am?”  Peter answered, “You are 
the Christ.”                                                                   -          Mark 8:28-29

Sixteen students in 8th – 11th grades are in the midst of the confirmation class here at 
Meadows.  Each week we spend time discussing the book of Mark (reading three chapters a 
week is one of their assignments).  This past week we covered this exchange between Jesus 
and his disciples and its significance.  With the benefit of hindsight, it’s easy for us to brush 
over this passage and think, “Duh! Of course Jesus is the Christ.  It’s so obvious.”  We forget 
what a radical statement this was at the time – to claim that someone was the Son of God!  
But even more important is to recognize that every person who has ever heard the Gospel 
must answer this question for themselves.  Who do we say that Jesus is?  If we, like Peter, 
claim that he is the Messiah, and then in turn claim that we are followers of him, it has some 
pretty significant implications for our lives.  Just a few verses later Jesus says, “If anyone 
would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  It’s only 
in laying down our own desires and ambitions that we can follow him, but in doing so we 
find the eternal life that we are promised.

The Deep (Youth Ministry)

Nov 1st          6:30 – 8:00   Youth Group                      

Nov 8th          6:30 – 8:00   Youth Group 
                                            Last day to sign up for the Huge Fall Retreat!

Nov 13th-15th Fri - Sun       Huge Fall Retreat!

Nov 22nd                            Thanksgiving supper at Meadows 
(no youth group)

Nov 29th       6:30 – 8:00   Youth Group

The Water’s Edge (Children’s Ministry)

Nov 11th     Wed            5:45 – 7:15  Kids Connection
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Meadows-Kenya Partnership News

Please pray for our friends at the Tumaini Children’s 
Center (the site of our 2008 mission trip to Kenya). 
Here’s a recent email from Rev. Bernard Muindi, the di-
rector and “Grandfather” of the home: 

         Christian greetings to the ‘Saints’ at the Meadows 
Presbyterian Church. We are sorry to learn that your 
planned mission has been postponed.  Riamukurwe Chris-

tian community was ready to receive to you in August 2010.

          We appreciate the services of those who come to help the Parish in one way or the other…
It is important to know that our partnership should be founded on Christ and the Christian love but 
not on material things although material things enable us to meet various needs. We are partners 
in Mission and need to understand our calling. It is our prayer that those who partner with Riamu-
kurwe Parish understand this.

          The Tumaini / Huruma Children’s Ministry has many challenges and demands and its 
maintenance is not easy especially at a time like this when the economy is bad and the severe 
drought and famine in the country. There are things this ministry would like to accomplish but can-
not to so due to lack of resources.  There are two development projects going on in the Parish 
now, namely, the construction of the Vocational Training Centre and the Mt. Kenya Region Home 
for the aged. They have stalled due to lack of funds.  Apart from the project there are essential 
needs for the children and these include foodstuffs and general maintenance of the homes. We 
are present in need of a cold room, fridge and additional utensils. Any help from anybody or any-
where would be appreciated.

          Rain has not come yet and we are anxiously waiting for it. The Country is very dry and as 
you have perhaps heard, there is acute famine in some areas of the Country and particularly in 
the arid areas. We look for help from God for we know that our help comes from the Lord who 
made heaven and the earth.

Hope all the ‘Saints’ at Meadows are well in the Lord. Christian greetings to you all.  In Christ’s 
Love, Bernard Muindi (Very Rev)

Special prayer request:  Tumaini recently lost a very special member of its community, Mrs. 
Anna Kariuki, known to everyone as “Cucu” (pronounced sho-sho, or ‘Grandmother’). Meadows’
mission team members were blessed to get to know her last summer; her wise and generous 
spirit had an impact on all of us!  She’s been a cornerstone of Tumaini since it began – counsel-
ing children, overseeing finances and so much more.  Pray for Tumaini, the Parish and her family 
as they grieve her loss.  
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